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KEVINSCYCLERACING.COM 


Our online catalog is open 24/7 
for your shopping convenience. 


KEVIN'S CYCLE RACING 


Talk to a REAL LIVE, knowledgeable 
person to assist you with your 
parts and accessory needs. 


800-654-4998 


KEVIN'S CYCLE INC. 


Visit our outlet store on Rt.123 in 
Norton, MA where in-store prices are 
the same as our online catalog prices. 
Open Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 10-5 | 
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www.kevinscycleracing.com 


— ONLINE, BY PHONE, OR IN PERSON, 
— GET WHAT YOU NEED FAST, AT A d 
GREAT PRICE, AND IN TIME FOR 
YOUR NEXT РАСЕ. > 


On the cover: The Six Days means 
something different to everyone 
involved, but to the riders it mostly 
means six days of beastly hard work 
and very little reward. But they do it 
because they can. Lars Valin descends 
a muddy trail in the rain on day three 
in the Czech Republic. Photo and 
prepositional phrases by Bossman. 
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Warning: You know, we only have so much time. It’s important that you 
enjoy every minute, and | mean that. But it's high time we all treated each 
other with a little more respect and consideration. This earth is getting smaller 
every day, and if we continue to ensure that we hate each other we're going 
find it pretty grim living here before long. That goes for other dirt bikers as well 
as hikers, dog walkers, whatever. Be nice to people, and you might find that 
they're not so bad themselves. And ride safe, don't get hurt, and don't sue us if 
you do. Your fate is in your hands when you ride, in more ways than one. 


For your perusal 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 02055, at $20 
U.S. per 12 issues (one year), Canadian 
subscriptions are $30 yearly, in U.S. 
funds. We're not selling overseas subscrip- 
tione any more. We don't have a Visa & 
Mastercard merchant's account, so we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save us money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there's no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues ae back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, so renew ae early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2.95 
per copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't, use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you dont want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, во we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The Р.О. is supposed to forward 
magazines if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
5,000 hardy souls, and the number is 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, ae we explained above. 
Advertising ie what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $50 a page for 
copy, and $10 each for photos, but we 
don’t print just anything that comes in. 
Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call us with it. Thanks! 
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oing to the ISDE is 

always an amazing trip, 

no matter how routine you might 

think its going to be. | went there this 

year at the last minute, arriving in town the 

day before the start of competition. | figured I'd 

get in there and get out, don’t mess around, don’t 

waste time. It’s all going to be pretty standard, | 

thought, everybody gets in easily, ride an event that 

starts out tough and gets impossible in the middle, 

our team won't win and lord only knows who will wind 
up as the top American. 

Well, | was wrong about a lot, that’s for sure. First 
off, getting there the day before probably isn’t the best 
idea. There’s a lot of logistics to take care of before the 
frenzy starts on the first race day. The major hurdle for 
someone in my business (manure spreading) is 
knowing your way around, so you at least have an 
idea where to go on Tuesday morning. | hadn't really 
thought that through, so though | got to the race site 
with no trouble | had no clue where the American 
hotel was and was completely alienated by the local 
road system. Luckily, friend and peer 
Mark Kariya took me under his wing and 
showed me around the first couple of 
days. Without that | would have probably 
found a warm bar somewhere and 
watched a lot of it on TV. Thanks, Kato! 

Secondly, the impound process, the 
whole routine riders must go through to 
get their bikes tech inspected and locked 
away before the event, was far from rou- 
tine. Yes, for once the American contain- 
er was there on time, but it seems most 
of the American riders weren't. Well, the 
impound date for the US team was the 
first day that impound was open, and the 
Americans were informed that if they didn’t start tech 
inspection and impound at 9:00 a.m. they wouldn't be 
allowed to start the event. This gave most riders not 
much more than a day to uncrate a bike and get it all 
set up for a week of minimal maintenance. Not an 
easy job. Even the guys who rent bikes there have a 
lot of work to do getting a stock bike set up to suit 
themselves. 

It was a panic scene, or so | was told. | wandered in 
after all this was over, but it must have been traumat- 
ic. Some of the guys looked like they'd already ridden 
two days jumping through all the hoops the organiz- 
ing club held out. Imagine the look on the face of the 
first American rider to be asked in broken English 
“Where is your side stand?” 

“What side stand dude, | race motocross!” 

It was crazy. Guys were cutting up pieces of conduit 
pipe and clamping it to the frame, making it look like 
a real sidestand. Luke McNeil told me he had to wire 
оп а sidestand every night on the way into impound 
by removing the chain roller on his bike and bolting on 
his “sidestand” there. “Every time | walked away from 
the bike standing there in impound | held my breath, 
thinking it would fall over,” he told me. 

It was a ridiculous situation, made even more 
ridiculous by the riders not having a side stand in the 
first place. Wait a minute—l'm going to ask the riders 
a question: You're going to an event with the strictest 
rules on earth about other people even touching your 
bike for any reason. Who is going to hold your bike for 
you in a checkpoint if you have to run off to take a 
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Last Over 


by Paul Clipper 


leak? Are you going to have someone take your bike 
stand from check to check for you? Are you going to 
rely on the check crews, people you don't know? 
What if they're all sick? What if they're all gone when 
you get there? Okay, I’ve been to a lot of Six Days— 
never ridden, but been there—and some of these 
guys haven't. But one thing | would definitely have for 
that race is a sidestand, or even better a centerstand 
if | could get one. 

The point of the Six Days is for the rider to be self- 
sufficient for nearly a week. | know this basic rule has 
been perverted over the years, and the fact is that rid- 
ers are basically waited on in every checkpoint any 
more. But next year, guys, at least allow for something 
to do with your bike rather than lean it against your 
thigh all week. Sometimes you might need that thigh 
somewhere other than being used as a meat side- 
stand. 

We didn't win, of course, never had a chance. The 
competition is so strong and so fierce. There's no way 
to get the point across in print about how fast the 
Finns are, and how dizzyingly fast the riders right 


"There's no way to get the point across in print 
about how fast the Finns are, and how dizzyingly 
fast the riders right behind the Finns are. | can tell 


our guys are freaked at those speeds.” 


behind the Finns are. It has a lot to do with experience 
in that type of racing, but it has plenty to do with the 
way the Euro events are laid out. We have a grass 
track in an enduro or a Qualifier around here, and the 
clubs lay the track out real tight, squeezing a lot of 
turns into a mile or so of cornfield. The ISDE grass 
tracks are about a mile and a half long, and every 
straightaway between the turns is long enough to get 
you into top gear. And the Euros use top gear, all of it. 
If they can get 70 mph out of their bike, they hit that 
speed a half-dozen times in every grass track. | am 
NOT exaggerating. | can tell our guys are freaked at 
those speeds, and so they should be—we're not used 
to it. Even in our motocross, we spend all our time 
hopping in the air, not going forward fast. Food for 
thought there. 

We also had a rather inexperienced crew this year. 
That's all right, nothing wrong with that; the more 
guys who get experience somehow, the more experi- 
enced riders we have to choose from next year. It was 
a shame also that Nick Pearson got hurt and couldn't 
00, because Nick goes well at the Six Days. It's a real 
shame that Brian Garrahan, another rider who goes 
really well at the Six Days, wasn't even considered for 
the team because he only rode two days qualifying 
this year. Brian should have been begged to attend 
when Nick opted out, we could have used him. 

Not having Nick Pearson there meant not having his 
brother Russ there to help out, along with their pretty 
wives and their father Lee; all good people. We missed 
them this year, it wasn't as good of an event without 
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them, and hopefully they'll all be healed and ready to 
go next year. 

About the event getting tough in the middle, well, all 
l've got to say is it's Six Days, what did you expect? It 
was also northern Europe in the fall, when the weath- 
er is changing, and when those fall rains start drop- 
ping on dry ground you'd better be able to suck it up. 
l've always said that spectating an enduro is the worst 
ordeal to an enduro rider. Spectating the last three 
days of Six Days is torture to a Six Days rider. And you 
know, with non-refundable airline tickets you can't 
just get in the car and go home early, not without deep 
pockets. 

It poured all night the night of day three, and it was 
cold. | got up that morning and looked out the win- 
dow, after listening to the rain beat down all night, and 
wondered if we would get ANY of our riders to the fin- 
ish that day. A lot of our riders didn't make it that day, 
but the majority did. Some of the other countries lost 
whole teams that day, but most of our guys hung 
tough. 

Fred Hoess definitely hung tough. He overcame 
potentially disastrous difficulties on day 
one and nursed his 125 Husky to the finish 
on the original piston. An amazing feat, but 
| wasn't surprised. | told him before the 
event he was the likely choice for top 
American rider that year, and | believe he 
thought | was just blowing smoke from my 
airport-purchased Cuban cigar. Well, | was 
right—whattaya think of them apples, 
Fred? 

And Гуе got to go into deep water here a 
little bit and say a few words about Fred. | 
know he doesn't have the best reputation 
among his peers in the ECEA. He's gotten 
into a few scrapes during his career and 
hasn't made an overabundance of friends. For some 
reason, though, Six Days seems to bring out the best 
in Fred, and no matter what the situation at the time 
this year he was always polite and calm with the 
checkpoint crews, even when they were panicking. 
And, when he was done for the day—he was the first 
American rider, on number 10—he would hang 
around the work area for hours helping other riders, 
coaching them through tire changes, keeping them 
going. It was just amazing to watch a guy who was 
setting the best American scores help the Club riders 
as if their ride was all that mattered to him. 

I've watched too many self-absorbed riders over the 
years impound their bikes, gather their gear and leave 
immediately for the hotel, muttering about wouldas 
and shouldas all the way. Fred wouldn't leave until his 
wife Noel would take him by the sleeve and lead him 
away from there. Honestly, if there was a sportsman- 
ship award handed out by our team, | would be insult- 
ed if it wasn't unanimously given to Fred. 

Anyhow, for all its ups and downs, the Six Days was 
another unforgettable trip. Next year it is going to be 
in Brazil, at a posh beachfront resort, and it is going 
to be the most uncharacteristic Six Days in the histo- 
ry of the event. It will be hot, sandy, and the biggest 
party you've ever been to. Some insiders are already 
referring to the Brazilian Six Days as the "Six Nights," 
and anyone wanting to attend better be ready to lose 
Sleep for a week, at least. Highly recommended; now 
if you want to read about the Old World '02 version of 
the Six Days, just turn the pages. Ж 
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Lafferty Clinches 
Fifth Title 


The final round of the AMA National 
Enduro Series began with three riders 
taking a shot at the championship. The 
race was staged in New Paris, Indiana, 
on November 3, on a tight, technical 
100+ mile trail. The start saw defending 
champion and season long points 
leader Mike Lafferty (KTM), contender 
Fred Hoess (Hus) one point behind, and 
multi-time national champion Randy 
Hawkins (Yam) nine points behind, 
with all seeking a win and the title. 

The first five mile section saw the top 
riders scoring a one, with the second 
section of eleven miles 
taking four points 
from Lafferty, five 
points from Hawkins 
and Robbie Jenks 
(Yam) with Hoess 
scoring a six. The third 
section of fifteen miles 
found Lafferty carding 
a one with Hawkins 
and Jenks following 
closely with a two 
going into the first gas 
stop. 

A thirty one mile f 
section after the first | 
gas stop proved to be 
the toughest of the 
day on many riders. 
Lafferty increased his lead to three 
points over Hawkins and Jenks by 
check 10. 

At check 11 things had changed once 
again with Hawkins and Jenks both 
gaining a point on Lafferty while Hoess 
ran out of fuel on the long section. 
Jenks also ran out of fuel before the 
second gas stop and was forced to 
push his bike the last mile of trail. With 
one section remaining Lafferty was 
ahead by two points over Hawkins with 
Jenks and Hoess 

both several points behind after their 
fuel mileage woes. Hoess problems 
continued after he missed the second 
to last check and was disqualified from 
the event. 

Randy Hawkins gave it everything he 
had and scored a four in the last sec- 
tion, with Lafferty 

scoring a five and clinching his fifth 
National Enduro Championship in the 
last six years. This report was sent in 
by Pro-Clean, who sponsor Lafferty, 
Hawkins and Jenks, as well as David 
Lykke and Barry Hawk, on the National 
Enduro Circuit. Keep your machine 
clean with Pro-Clean! 


Final Round Enduro Resulte 
1. Mike Lafferty 
2. Randy Hawkins 
3. Robbie Jenks 
4. Clay Boreing 
5. Rodney Judson 


KTM 38 
Yam 39 
Yam 43 
Kaw 44 
KTM 44 
Yam 44 
Yam 49 
KTM 67 
KTM 67 
KTM 76 


6. Barry Hawk 
7. David Lyyke 
2. Bret Dubois 
9. Corey Calkins 
10. Brent Floyd 
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Two-Strokes in Peril Again 


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is adopting strict 
emissions standards that could mean the end of two-stroke trail 
bikes and All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) by 2006, the AMA reports. 
In announcing the new emissions standards in September, the 
EPA said the rules “encourage manufacturers of these vehicles 
to switch from two-stroke engines to cleaner four-stroke 
engines, beginning in 2006” for trail machines. The federal 
agency is exempting racing machines from the strict emissions 
standards, so motocrossers won't be affected, and left the door 
open for the production of a new breed of two-stroke engines 
by creating a special, less-stringent emissions standard for 
“certified competition machines” that could be used for com- 
petition and trail riding. 

These are the first federal emissions standards created for 
off-highway motorcycles and ATVs. The EPA has set require- 
ments only slightly less stringent than 
those in place in California, which have 
severely restricted two-stroke off-highway 
machine use there. National requirements 
for road motorcycles have been in place 
for more than 20 years and are in the 
process of being replaced with stricter 
standards. 

Under the new EPA rules, new trail bikes 
and ATVs would be subject to strict emis- 
sions requirements that would be partially 
phased-in in 2006. Full compliance would 
be required by the manufacturers in 2007. 
The requirements wouldnt affect 
machines built through 2005, but would 
apply to machines built for the 2006 
model year and thereafter. The EPA said it 
expects that manufacturers will meet 
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these new standards for trail machines by using four-stroke 
engines. 

When the EPA was putting together the new rules, the AMA 
urged the agency to avoid regulations that would eliminate two- 
stroke machines, which are favored by many off-highway riders 
for their light weight and power characteristics. Instead, the 
AMA told the agency to consider creating separate emissions 
standards for four-stroke and two-stroke motorcycles and 
ATVs. While the EPA rejected the idea of separate standards for 
four-strokes and two-strokes, it did create a new classification 
called the "certified competition machine," which could be used 
for competition or trail riding. The emissions standards for a 
certified competition machine aren't as strict as those for a trail 
bike. Theoretically, this could become the standard for two- 
stroke trail motorcycles. 

The AMA also asked the EPA to set specific emissions goals 
that must be met by off-highway motorcycle and ATV manufac- 
turers rather than mandating what equipment must be on the 
bikes, such as catalytic converters. The EPA agreed. The AMA 
also told the EPA to reconsider an idea to restrict the sale of 
"competition-only" machines to professionals. The AMA noted 
that most off-highway motorcycle and ATV racing in the United 
States involves amateurs. The EPA agreed in its final rules, say- 
ing it would be "inappropriate" to limit competition machines to 
professional racers. 

Finally, the AMA and others involved in motorcycling present- 
ed data to show that the EPA grossly overestimated the annual 
use of off-highway motorcycles and ATVs and, as a result, over- 
estimated the amount of pollution they cause. The EPA agreed, 
and that's at least part of the reason the agency decided at this 
time not to require ATVs to meet even stricter emissions 
requirements beginning in 2009. For more information, see 
www.epa.gov/otag/recveh.htm. 










ISDT Reunion 


Success 


Hard on the heels of the annual ISDE 
Story, you're going to see a story on the 
sixth annual ISDT Reunion Ride next 
month. The event 
happened the last 
weekend of October, 
and 150 ISDT/ISDE veterans ¢ 
and vintage racing enthusiasts “ 
descended оп Park Hills, 


Missouri, for a great ride and ome 


serious bench racing. Trail 
Rider once again made 
the pilgrimage to the 
event, and had our 
usual great time— 
when was the last 
time we didn't have 
fun on motorcy- 
cles? Look for the 
full story in next 
month's issue, and 
then start preparing 
yourself for the Seventh 
Annual ISDT Reunion Ride 
next year, since the event is going to be 


Final Foint Standings: 

1. Mike Lafferty, Millville, NJ, (4), 170 

2. Randy Hawkins, Travelers Rest, SC, (2), 156 
3. Fred Hoess, Stanhope, NJ, (1), 139 

4. David Lykke, Bellingham, WA, 115 

5. Robbie Jenks, New Straitsville, OH, 109 

6. Barry Hawk Jr, Smithfield, FA, 79 

7. Clay Boreing, Magnolia, AR, 73 
2. Rodney Judson, Malta, OH, 63 

9. Matthew Stavish, Minneapolis, MN, 62 
10. Tim Taber, Moline, IL, 55 













held in the Berkshires of western 
Massachusetts, in honor of the 30th 
anniversary of the first American Six 
Days in Dalton, Massachusetts, in 
1973. Firm details on the 2003 event 
aren't available yet, but stay tuned 
to Trail Rider and we're sure to keep 


you informed. 


New Honda 
Thumper 


Honda has been showing 
pictures of a new 2004 
model on the Internet; actually two 
models. The CRF250R is a motocross- 
specific version of the new bike, and 
the CRF250X is the off-road model, 
complete with lights, electric starter 
and CARB (California Air Resources 
Board) certification for compliance in 
California. There isn't a wealth of hard 
facts available on the new bikes, but 
then again they won't be available until 
a tentative date of December 2003, so 
any specifications сап change, 
Reproduced here are some specs on 
the CRF-X as well as a very tasty photo. 


You can see the CRF-R at www.hon- 
damotorcycles.com. 
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Engine Type: 249.8cc liquid-cooled 
single-cylinder OHC four-stroke 
Bore and Stroke: 78.0mm x 52.2mm 
Carburetion: 37mm flat-slide 
Starter: Electric start, plus kick start 
Front Susp: 47mm fork; 12.4 in. 
Rear Susp: Single-shock; 12.4 in. 
Front Tire: 80/100-21 

Rear Tire: 100/100-18 

Length: 85.6 inches 

Wheelbase: 58.2 inches 

Seat Height: 37.3 inches 

Ground Clearance: 13.7 inches 
Fuel Capacity: 2.64 gallons 





New Jersey OHV Summit 


The AMA and ATVA sponsored the Garden State 
Motorized Recreation Summit in East Windsor, New 
Jersey, on Oct. 12-13 to cultivate a united voice for the 
state's OHV enthusiasts. The goal is to help create 
legal riding areas as well as to fight threats to riding. 
About 40 dedicated off-highway motorcycle and all- 
terrain vehicle riders took part in the two-day summit. 

The first day featured a "Ride into Political Action" 
seminar, presented by the AMA/ATVA government- 
relations team. This seminar is considered basic train- 
ing for OHV enthusiasts interested in access to public 
lands. 

On the second day, summit participants began work 
on forming a state-level organization to effectively 
represent the needs of all OHV users. Russ Ehnes, 
executive director of the National Off-Highway Vehicle 
Conservation Council, facilitated the meeting. 
Participants left the summit with clear goals and with 
plans to meet again soon to continue work to develop 
the statewide organization. 

“It’s critical that New Jersey's OHV riding communi- 
ty work and speak together to fight bad laws and 
unfair regulation, and to create new public riding 
areas," said Royce Wood, AMA and ATVA legislative 
affairs specialist. "The summit participants have taken 
a very important first step in shaping the future of 
OHV opportunities in the state. 

"The planned statewide association is also very 
important for educating New Jersey's citizens about 
OHV enthusiasts," Wood said. "The overwhelming 
majority of OHV enthusiasts are responsible, law- 
abiding citizens who simply choose a different way of 
enjoying the outdoors. It's also important for OHV 
enthusiasts to recognize that a very small minority of 
less-responsible riders can quickly endanger what lit- 
tle access to riding areas remains." 

In May, New Jersey state legislation was introduced 

to not only reiterate a regulatory 





Autumn Trail Ride 
By Dean Hyman 
Kick it 

Noise 

Two stroke toys 


Button 
Thumps 
Four stroke joys 


Gas it 
Clutch 
Roll away 


Sunshine 
Clouds 
Perfect day 


Puddles 
Mud о 
Acorn hail 


Leafy Trail 


Hikers 
Views 


Happy dog 


Hillclimb 
Flume 
Cross a Log 


Good times 
friends 
Dirt bike fun 


Dry clothes 
Beer 
| gotta run. 





ban on OHV use on state public 
land, but also to ban events held 
under special permits, such as 
enduros. In July, the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental 
Protection announced that it 
would “strictly enforce” a ban on 
OHV use on state public land. But 
the department also promised to 
explore creating at least two legal 
riding areas for OHV enthusiasts 
in the near future. 


Ben Burnham 
Fund 


Twenty year old Ben Burnham, 
son of famous NETRA rider 
Freddy Burnham, was injured at 
the annual Ammonoosuc Turkey 
Run this year when he hit a hid- 
den rock on the trail and crashed. 
He suffered a severely broken hip 
socket and pelvis, as well as a 
badly fractured wrist. He will be 
unable to work or even walk for 
the foreseeable future, and is in 
dire need of funds to help pay for 
the tremendous medical expenses 
associated. Donations are being 
gratefully accepted by the 
Burnham family, апа the 
Connecticut Ramblers M.C. has 
donated all the proceeds from the 
annual Black and Blue enduro to 
the Ben Burnham Medical Fund, 
c/o Webster Bank, 782 Park Ave., 
Bloomfield, CT 06002. Ж 


Call us for a free sample 1-888-882-3258 
www.proclean1000.com 


508.337.3132 


DugasEngineering.com . 
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WATCHDOG 2090 


Guaranteed Suspension With 
The New RAPAD-V™ System! 


when a 5 hour race is won or lost by seco „you will 


Do you need increased bottoming control? 
Do you want plushness through the entire stroke? 


Do you require complete adjustability for any riding condition? 


Do you insist on the best 80 suspension? 


The new RAPAD-V™ System can give you all of these plus a 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 


Call 518-792-9260 or visit www.gp-racing.com TODAY! 
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GOLD SERIES PIPES 
SST • FATTY e GNARLY • REV 


Prices start at $189.99 


ее 312099 FMF knows East Coast! Though our 
сес тот a facility is based in the west you can be 


2, 
PA } TURBINE CORE 2 assured that when it comes to producing 
4 Priced from $139.99 : 
/ power there are no boundaries. We currently 


PE 44 POWER CORE 2 R&D several products through our East Coast 


Priced fi 99.99 
р E connections; Gavin Gracyk, Guy Cooper, Rich Lafferty 


TITANIUM 2 i | 
Priced from $179.99 апа a host of onere put our pipes and silencers to the test. 
When you are searching for that something extra from your 


SHORTY machine think of the power authority...FMF. 


Priced from $99.99 


POWERBOMB 


E Oni СОЛЕ з and HI-FLO 


Available in 
titanium or 
stainless steel 
Prices start at 
$149.99 


Priced from 
$309.99 


See your local dealer or contact FMF Racing 
18033 South Santa Fe Avenue, Rancho Dominguez, CA 90221 | 
PH:310.631.4363 e FAX:310.900.5699 e www.fmfracing.com 
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Il this talk about bike setup, and so far we 
aven't talked at all about how wide you want 
your handlebars to be. This is a subject that's guar- 
anteed to cause all kinds of arguments in bench- 
racing sessions, especially between the 
motocrossers and the enduro people. Motocross 
riders and quite a few hare scramblers swear by 
bars as wide as they can get them. They claim you 
need "more leverage" when you're going fast, and 
wide bars are the way to get it. Enduro riders want 
their bars narrow, so they hit fewer trees going 
through the woods. Who is right, the motocrosser 
or the enduro rider? : 

Well, let's think about it for a minute. 
You've set your bike up so you can get 
into a neutral standing position. From that 
essentially upright position you can 
crouch down into the attack position, with j 
your elbows out and your butt off the seat. 
Get your bike up onto a box, get on it and 
try it out. Standing up. Attack position. Ke 
The attack position is a lot like doing a 
push-up on the handlebars, isn't it? Try it 
out; act like you're riding over rolling ter- 
rain and flowing with it by pushing up апа f 
down on the bars like you're doing a 
push-up. | 

Okay, when you get tired of that go into 
the house and find a tape measure. Get 
down on the floor and do a couple of 
push-ups until you feel comfortable with 
it. Try your hands at different distances 
apart on the floor, and find the width that 
feels natural to your shoulders, so you can 
do a push-up without straining your 
shoulders or your wrists, and you feel like 
you could do a dozen of them no sweat. 
Now take the tape measure and find out 
what that distance is between your hands. 
Right out to the outside of your hands, like 
you'd be measuring the width of handle- 
bars. | think you're going to be surprised. 

Now I'm going to ask a question. If rid- 
ing in the attack position is like doing 
push-ups on the handlebars, why on earth 
would you want your bars significantly 
wider than the distance that works out to 
be the most comfortable for doing push- 
ups? 

Try it. Most stock adult handlebars are around 32 
inches wide. Get down on the floor with the tape 
measure pulled open and get in a position with 
your hands 32 inches apart at the outside and do 
some push-ups. If you're like most people, you can 
do a group of push-ups at a natural hand-width 
and it's no big deal. But spread your hands apart 
much farther than that and you can feel strain in 
the front of your shoulders and possibly your arms 
and wrists. Granted you're not going up and down 
quite that far when you're riding your bike, but the 
strain is still there, and over the course of a hun- 
dred mile ride you're going to get more fatigued 
with bars that are too wide than with handlebars 


20-70% 


The Art of Trailriding 


Too Wide? 


that are narrowed to a more natural width. 

What about the issue of leverage and control? 
Well, if you need the widest bars you can get to feel 
like you have control over your front end, it sounds 
like you need some suspension work done. Or a 
steering damper. Or a new front tire. It’s like the 
holy trinity of your front end, and the most impor- 
tant is suspension. 

We have a KTM 400EXC here in the stable that is 
getting to be one of the oldest bikes here. When we 
first finished testing it we installed a WER steering 
damper, more because we had the steering damper 





How wide do you want those bars? 


sitting on the shelf in a box, fresh off another bike, 
and we hated to see it sit. It made the 400’s front 
end feel a lot better; made the bike handle better 
and we liked it. At the time we were riding a lot of 
GNCC events, which are mostly high speed, fast 
riding. 

Eventually the season changed and we started 
riding in the rocks with the 400. Steering damper 
or no, the front end felt ratty on the bike. We need- 
ed to re-valve the forks so that the front end felt 
better in nasty rocks. We talked to Drew Smith at 
WER, and he told us that one main problem with 
that year of 400 was the damping characteristics of 
the rear shock, primarily, and to a lesser extent the 


forks. We sent the suspension units away to him 
and when they came back the bike was worlds bet- 
ter. After some careful tuning on the damping 
clickers and setting the right ride height on the 
forks (flush with the top triple clamp), the bike felt 
great on the rocks. It may have been a little soft for 
fast GNCCs, but overall it suited our riding style 
better. 

So we rode it like that, with the new suspension 
and old steering damper, for a couple of months. 
Eventually we installed an E-Line dual sport kit on 
the bike. In doing so we had to change the head- 
light, and with the new headlight the 
steering damper simply wouldn’t fit. We 
% could have carved up the headlight 
|]: shell, but once we were done that the 

: headlight would have fallen apart. So 
` we put the steering damper back on the 
al shelf, and reluctantly went riding with- 
out it. 

And you know what we found out? 
The bike worked perfectly fine without 
the steering damper. It felt absolutely no 
different with the steering damper off 
the front end. There still was no head 
shake, no bad manners at all. Amazed, 
we went back to Drew, an expert on this 
sort of thing, and asked him why we 
would get a result like this. He laughed 
and said it was a tough call for him, 
being a manufacturer of a steering 
damper and all, but if the suspension is 
perfect, and the basic geometry of the 
bike is sound, you shouldn’t need a 
steering damper. “With a lot of bikes the 
steering damper helps correct basic 
chassis flaws that most riders can’t cor- 
rect,” he told us, “but if you’re lucky 
enough to get everything right, chassis 
and suspension wise, you're only going 
to see a steering damper benefit in 
extreme riding situations.” 

So we had a bike that reacted great, 
P first with a steering damper and then 
better with no steering damper and a 
perfectly tuned suspension. The tires 
we changed according to need, and we 
rarely run tires that are worn badly. We 
had no need to fight head-shake or a 
bouncing front end with wide handlebars, so our 
28-inch specials felt fine. 

So, we’re back to handlebar width. If your sus- 
pension is set up perfectly and you don’t suffer 
from head shake or any other scary front end reac- 
tions, there doesn’t seem to be any reason for 
using handlebars that are uncomfortably wide. 
Need wider bars to fight a worn-out tire? Get a new 
tire, cheapskate! 

In the mean time, get out the tape measure and 
get down on the floor and do a few push-ups on it. 
Then measure your handlebars and check the dif- 
ference. And if you find out you can’t do any push- 
ups, better get yourself їо the gym! Ж 
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Taking the title fight to the bitter end 


High Point GNCC 
Round 11, Mount Morris, PA 
m-Pro Yamaha's Barry Hawk has been talking 
ike a win was just around the corner. At High 
Point, Hawk's home track, he made a believer out of 
himself and the rest of the field. 

"| wanted it so bad," said Hawk, an Am- 
Pro/Yamaha/Morgantown Yamaha/MSR/Bridgestone 
pilot who hails from nearby Smithfield, PA. "And | 
know everyone comes into these races wanting to 
win. But something changed for me over the summer. 
| really, really want it now. You can ask anyone who's 
winning what it is, it's like you go into this other 
mode. | did that this summer. | want it more than I 
ever have." 

That's saying a lot, considering Hawk is a former 
seven-time GNCC Champion on ATVs. The rest of the 
High Point field wasn't as fortunate. Team Green vet 
Fred Andrews finished second, and defending series 
champ Rodney Smith was third. But they had a tough 
race. A lack of summer rain turned the High Point dirt 
into silt, which kept air filters clogged and positions at 
the front of the pack in a constant state of change. 

It was a lot like the GNCC points race, which has 
been turned upside down recently. Yamaha's Jason 
Raines seemed destined to win the title a few months 
back, but then he broke his leg at the Wisp GNCC in 
Maryland. Even after spending the two-month series’ 
break working through grueling therapy sessions, he 
was unable to return to his previous form. At High 
Point, Raines twisted his leg in a rut and pulled out in 
pain, essentially eliminating himself from title con- 
tention. 

"| felt pretty good early, but then | caught the leg in 
a rut and it really started hurting,” said the friendly 
Washington native. “It never started feeling any bet- 


Ean 
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ter. It's just been 24/7 pain for me for 
the last few months, and it's hard to 
deal with. I’m just watching it all slip 
away now." 


The Raines injury should have Š 
opened the door for perennial AMA # 


Enduro Champ Mike Lafferty. But then 
he broke his shoulder riding at the KTM 


dealer show. He raced High Point six ES 


weeks later, but he wasn't 100 percent. 
The benefactor of all of this was Smith, 


who has gone from some 50 points @ 


back into the series lead. 


Combine the silty conditions and the ЕЁ 


title ramifications, and High Point was a 


thriller. The 11-mile course incorporat- : 
ed the famed High Point Raceway =S% 


motocross track into its loop of woods 
and field crossings. Most of the course 


was a wide-open, high-speed affair, but § 


GNCC Trail Boss Jeff Russell slowed 
things down a bit by running the riders 
through some stream crossings. 

Team FMF/Suzuki started the day 
strong when all three of its riders, 
Smith, Steve Hatch and Mike 
Kiedrowski, took off in the first three 
spots. Hawk and Andrews started poor- 
ly, and Lafferty and Raines were strug- 
gling. It looked like a Suzuki podium 
sweep was in the works, especially 


when Kiedrowski, who has won many a * 


motocross as High Point, took the lead 


and looked strong. But on a course & 


loaded with silt berms, his bike began 
to sputter with a clogged air filter. The 





Fred Andrews (3) got out front and got away in Ohio, adding to 
his win list and moving up in the points. Right: The Hawk fami- 
ly is all smiles after winning the overall at Mt. Morris. 


race was about to get interesting. 

High Point wasn’t a dusty race in the traditional 
sense. Vision wasn’t too big a problem, but the silty 
ground and fast pace kept air boxes clogged. “My 
mechanic Doug Whitmer put two filter skins on,” said 
Hawk. “We did the same thing in (the previous race) 
Ohio, but | think the pace was faster today, so you 
were getting on the throttle harder and sucking in 
more dust. | had to pull a filter skin on the first lap. 
But then | started passing guys slowly on the first lap. 
Everyone was having problems and | was moving by 
them.” 

Getting a rider to stop for a clean filter during a race 
is hard. When Hawk ran into his own filter problems, 
his team actually pulled him off of his bike and forced 








чыгы асаан ———— فت‎ = e a filter change while he was pitting for gas. Meanwhile 
Through consistent riding and sheer tenaciousness, Rodney Smith (1) is in the cat bird seat after a very slow start this sea- Smith, who believed his filter was good enough to last 
son. Going into the last race Smith has gone from muddling around in fifth or so to being the man to beat at the season clos- another lap, went speeding by against the wishes of 
er in Crawfordsville, Indiana, and a real contender for the overall title once again. 
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his pit crew. By the time he reached the end of pit row, 
his bike started to miss. He had would have to ride an 
entire lap with a bad filter, hoping his engine wouldn't 
blow and cost him a championship. “One minute | was 
in the lead, the next minute I didn't think | was going 
to even finish," said Smith. "I didn't think | would 
make it around, | even had to push my bike up some 
hills." 

With Smith slowing, Hawk regained the lead and 
pulled away. Behind him, KTM's Brian Garrahan rode 
carefully and took over second, but then he was 
passed by Andrews. Then Garrahan tagged a tree and 
injured his shoulder. Lafferty, getting more confident 
each lap, started moving forward when he was some- 
how able to keep his filter clean. But then he smashed 
a rock and ripped the rear brake line off of his bike. 
This opened the door for Smith and Kiedrowski, both 
equipped with new filters, to move back to the front of 
the pack. 

But Hawk was the real star of the day, taking his sec- 
ond career GNCC win. "It all clicked,” said Hawk. 
“When | first won on a quad, it took a year and a half 
to get another one, and then | started winning cham- 
pionships. So maybe this will be the same.” 

Andrews was happy with second. “It was tough,” he 
said. “It was easy for me to stay focused because | got 
so mad having to change filters twice. | feel like | rode 
my hardest, so I’m happy. Congratulations to Barry. | 
know he’s been working really hard at this.” 

The GNCC Amateur pack was led by another superb 
ride from 250 A rider Andy Shea. The Hamilton, Ohio, 
native scored ninth overall on his KTM, his second 


top-ten finish of the season. Jeff Fischer won the Vet 
A class on a YZ426F, and he finished 14th overall. 
Fischer is a full-time engineer who races when he 
finds time, so this was quite a performance. Charles 
Mullins, a 16-year-old, won his second 200 A race in 
a row and finished 17th overall. 

Keith Rodgers finished 22nd overall and won the 
Senior A class, so score one for the experienced. 
Darius Lattea won the Four-Stroke A class on a 
Yamaha and finished 21st overall. And Duane Sprouse 
finished 23rd and won the Open A class. Duane is on 
the comeback trail after breaking his back and getting 
out of racing for a few years, but he's definitely on his 


Way now. 

The morning race was won by FMF Suzuki mechan- 
ic Shane Nalley, who wins a whole lot on his DRZ rac- 
ing the Industry class. Heather Wilson once again 
headlined the Women's class on her Kawasaki, as she 
topped fellow Team Green racer Heidi Landon by an 
amazing eight minutes. Terry Mealer finally got back 
in front of former AMA enduro champion Ron Bohn to 
win the Super Senior A class. 

In Youth competition, Adam Giddings rode his 
brand-new Suzuki RM 100 to the overall win, battling 
wheel-to-wheel with rival Thad Duvall all day. 
Giddings got the win by just two seconds. Mini Senior 
rider Cody Calkins appeared to have the overall win in 
hand until he clogged his air filter, which allowed 
Christopher Robertson to sneak past into the Mini 
Senior win and third overall. 

Kaliub Russell took the Mini Junior win, while Corey 
Buttrick continued his undefeated season with a Mini 
65 victory. 


Power Line Park GNCC 
Round 12, St. Clairsville, Ohio 

After Hawk took a win in front of his local posse’, all 
eyes turned to Andrews for the next race in Ohio. 
Andrews is almost unbeatable on his home turf, and 
at Power Line Park, he didn't disappoint. Fast Freddy 
romped to his second win of the season and launched 
himself into second in the series standings with one 
round remaining. 

“I've got a big advantage over all of these guys here 


because | have so many people rooting me on," said 
the Team Green/Kawasaki/Cornwell Tools/Pro 
Circuit/Moose/Scott-backed rider. "They really keep 
me going. | have to win for them or PII let them down. 
Ohio's good to me." 

Hawk continued his strong riding with a second 
overall, and Kiedrowski also rode well for a third. 
Early-weekend rains created a welcome dust-free 
track. And GNCC Trail Boss Jeff Russell looped in sev- 
eral sections of tight virgin terrain, which made the 
course very challenging. "It was a gnarly track," said 
the former AMA Motocross Champ. "It had a couple 
mud holes where you really couldn't see the lines. 
There was this one section that was like a river, and 
there must have been fifty ruts and an uphill. It was 
tough." 

The course set the path for the ever-tightening 
GNCC points race, as points leader Smith was 
involved in a big pileup in a mud hole early and had to 
fight from behind. He could only muster a fifth, which 
brings Andrews to within 11 points of him heading 
into the final round in Indiana. Lafferty, who ran 
strong early in the race only to fade back to eighth, 
sits third one point behind Andrews, and Kiedrowski 
is just 15 points back of the lead. Having four riders 
with a legitimate shot at the title with one round to go 
is almost unheard of, so the Ironman GNCC should be 
one to remember. 

Smith must finish third to claim his fourth GNCC 
title if Andrews wins the series finale. But Andrews 
isn't thinking about points. "It seems like I’m always 
chasing that Rodney Smith guy," said Andrews. "I 
know Rodney's got a few points on me going into the 
last round, and he will do what he needs to do. I’m not 
counting points; | just want to get wins. That's what 
people remember." 

The Power Line Park GNCC pro field was exception- 
ally large as a bunch of top amateurs turned pro after 
clinching class championships. Most notable was 
Andy Shea, the 250 A Champ who had been turning in 
top-ten overall rides all season. Shea was fast, but he 
blew a shock and lost time while his infamous New 
Jersey-based pit crew of Milt and Dougie bolted on a 
new one. 

Former series champ Shane Watts was ready to win 
following months of rehabilitation on his injured wrist. 
He ran with the leaders for three laps, but then pulled 
out when his hand got so tired that he couldn't even 
pull in the clutch. 

Jason Raines was missing from the field, as the 
would-have-been series champion broke his collar- 
bone in a local race a week before the Ohio round. 

When the green-flag waved, Andrews, Hawk and 
Sport Cycles Yamaha's Robbie Jenks battled for the 
early lead. Andrews held the point at the end of lap 
one, while Smith, Shea, Steve Hatch, Chuck Woodford 
and other contenders went down in the very first mud 
hole. "Cole Calkins crashed in the first mud hole, and 
| hit his bike and flew off the trail," said Smith. "I had 
a tough time catching up." 

Smith joined up with Woodford, who lives just min- 
utes from the track, to put on a spectacular charge 


IF YOUR ALUMINUM 
SPROCKETS ARE 


SAYING GOODBYE 
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back through the pack. Woodford's second and third 
laps where the fastest of the day, and he managed to 
pass everyone, including his teammate Andrews, 





High Point GNCC 
Class Results 
Pro 


along the way. 1. Barry Hawk, Jr Yam 
"| got away for awhile, but then Chuckie caught me, | 2: Fred Andrews Kaw 
and he's a local boy, so | let him go by me,” said | 3: Rodney Smith ` Suz 
Andrews. ^| didn't want to hold him up. But when he dece Hae ea рш 
e ‘ н 5. Mike Kiedrowski Suz 
got around me, he made me pick up my pace.” Open А 
"We were just playing,” said Woodford. "Looking at | 1. Duane Sprouse KTM 
each other and yelling. But | spent too much energy ` | 2. Dave Simcock Hon 
coming from behind. | was hoping | would maybe |3. Adam Fennel KTM 
catch a second wind when | got into the lead, but | | 4 Richard Feth, Jr Yam 
didn't." A tiring Woodford handed the lead back to E Y vc) ЕМ 
Andrews and was caught by Hawk. Then both riders — | 4. Andy Shea KTM 
crashed negotiating a tight, swampy section of virgin | 2. Chris Gallt Kaw 
terrain. "Freddy got over the bank and there were a | 3. Aaron Branham Suz 
few lappers behind him,” said Hawk. “We ended up 4. Mike Stapula Suz 
having to wait for those guys, and he gained a lot of | 5. Daniel Beck Gas 
time on us there. After that, | just charged and 200 A ; 
charged but | never caught him." | ЫШ Mullins KIM 
А 5 . Scott Watkins Kaw 
Kiedrowski rode hard and also zapped Woodford. | 3 Bryan Dunlap Hon 
Smith, meanwhile, spent much of the race trying to | 4. Bill King Hsq 
close the gap on Lafferty. Still recovering from a bro- — | 5. Joshua Knapp Kaw 
ken shoulder, Lafferty ran strong for the first two | Four-Stroke A 
hours, but he also began to tire as the race went on. | 1. Darius Lattea Yam 
With two laps left, Smith and Hatch got by to collect ` | 2: Mark Mcgrath Hon 
valuable points. ү rom Hull Yam 
я я T e . Jeff Melik Hon 
Andrews shared his special motivation on the victo- | 5 Marty Michels KTM 
ry podium after the race. "My wife told me | can't go | уед 
hunting unless | win some more races," said 1. Jeff Fischer Yam 
Andrews. "And | want to thank Racer Productions for | 2. Dennis Decker KTM 
hosting these races. Their series gives us jobs, which | 3. Jeffery Hursh KTM 
keeps me from working in my dad's shop." 4. Gary Stoffer Suz 
Andrews can stay out of the shop even longer if he Se EN Gas 
can win the Ironman and capture the series title. It's 1. Keith Rodgers "e 
been a wild year for the GNCC pros, and it appears | 2. Jeff Murgel Yam 


that there's one more good race yet to go. 
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3. Bryan Desimone Yam 2. Doug Whitmer Yam 1. Chaz Huey Yam 
4. Randall Hillegas Suz 3. Justin Maxwell KTM 2. Brian Becker Suz 
5. Mark Smith KTM 4. R. Matt Zines Kaw 3. Daryl Howell Yam 
Open B 5. Chad Hensley Yam 4. Tim Cochran Yam 
1. Aaron Snyder KTM Super Senior A 5. Bruce Peifer Yam 
2. Randy Smallwood KTM 1. Terry Mealer Can 200€ 

3. Troy Wertz Yam 2. Ronald Bohn Yam 1. Jesse Robinson Kaw 
4. William Farmer Yam 3. Frank Erbe Yam 2. Sean Mcclure Yam 
5. Mike Zibaila KTM 4. Alan Brutto KTM 3. Ryan Mcgaha Suz 
250 B 5. Thomas Ebersole КТМ 4. Brian Guenther Suz 
1. Phil Smith Suz Super Senior B/C 5. Shawn Remington Suz 
2. Keith Jeziorski Yam 1. John Dunn Hsq Women 

3. Joshua Gaitten Yam 2. Glenn Adams Yam 1. Heather Wilson Kaw 
4. Nick Puza Atk 3. Joe Klingensmith Yam 2. Heidi Landon Kaw 
5. Josh Mitchell Suz 4. Don Rye Kaw 3. Jessica Coombs КТМ 
200 B 5. Dick Sweat Hon 4. Holly Jones KTM 
1. D R Atwood KTM Senior C Mini Senior 

2. Tony Hall КТМ 1. Gregory Rzeplinski Yam 1. Chris Robertson Suz 
3. Jordan Snyder KTM 2. Sam Appis Yam 2. Ryan McGaha Suz 
4. Jonathan Woodford Kaw 3. Dennis Fitzgerald Suz 3. Cody Calkins Suz 
5. Travis Green Kaw 4. Richard White KTM 4. Joshua Robinson Hon 
Four-Stroke B 5. William Henslee Yam 5. Austin Seelig Yam 
1. Brian Howell Yam Veit Mini Intermediate 

2. Jeffery Hively Yam 1. Gregg Dull Suz 1. Адат Giddings Yam 
3. David Riel Yam 2. Aaron Bollinger Suz 2. Thaddeus Duvall ` Yam 
4. David Galiano Yam 3. Randal Cullen Yam 3. Jerod Stoner Yam 
5. Forrest Tracey Yam 4. Dino Colaianni KTM 4. Jake Fiddler Kaw 
Vet B 5. F. Douglas Mohr ` Yam 5. Scott Mcclure Kaw 
1. Larry Musick, Jr Хат Four-Stroke C Mini Junior 

2. Kevin Dalpiaz Hsq ` 1. Chris Pena Yam 1. Kailub Russell Suz 
3. Ruel Jones Hsq 2. Brandon Bollinger Yam 2. Andrew Carlson Suz 
4, Joshua McCoy Suz 3. Bob Fiddler Yam 3. Tyler Macdonald Yam 
5. Gary Bisang KTM 4. Tim Farina Suz 4. Zachary Ray Suz 
Senior B 5. Jase Burnfield Yam 5. Nicholas Hughey Kaw 
1. Benjamin Smith, Jr Yam Open C Mini 65 

2. James Vicheck Hen 1. Jason Barkand Yam 1. Cory Buttrick KTM 
3. Mark Yukevich Yam 2. Tom Brown KTM 2. Justin Frederick Kaw 
4. Charles Cress Gas 3. Dan Doerr Gas 3. Brain Rickard Kaw 
5. Aaron Flowers Yam 4. Dusty Fleetwood KTM 4. Corey Macdonald Kaw 
Industry 5. Earl Hose, Jr Hon 5. Ryan Kemper KTM 
1. Shane Nalley Suz 250€ 














ATTENTION ALL EARTH PILOTS 
COME TO US 


FOR THE BEST 


FOR ALL 


SET-UP AND SUPPORT 


KTM SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Aldos 


New Expanded Showroom 
and Performance Center! 


CONCORD,NH 03301 


(603)225-2779 


Also Save Big On 
KTM and Yamaha 


Closeouts!! 
Freedom.Cycle Concord NH 603-225-2779 
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Many Models in Stock, 
Ready to Ride! 













HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


SUP © 
(413)648-9302 
Routes 10 and 5 Bernardston, MA 01337 
Exit 28 of 1-91 Коше 10 south 1.5 miles 











Powerline GNCC 3. Bryan Desimone Yam 2. Richard Lafferty КТМ 3. Bruce Peifer Yam 














Class Results 4. Patrick Flynn Kaw 3. Alan Randt KTM 4. Seth Mishler Hon 
Pro 5. Jeff Bonasera Gas 4. Doug Whitmer Yam 5. Thomas Dotson Suz 
1. Fred Andrews Kaw Open B 5. Justin Maxwell KTM 200C 
2. Barry Hawk, Jr Yam 1. Randy Smallwood КТМ Super Senior A 1. Nate Elkins Suz 
3. Mike Kiedrowski Suz 2. Aaron Snyder KTM 1. Ronald Bohn Yam 2. Nicholas Weaver Suz 
4. Chuck Woodford Kaw 3. б. Cain Blackwood Yam 2. Frank Erbe Yam 3. Chuck Foust KTM 
5. Rodney Smith Suz 4. Kevin Cozzi KTM 3. Rick Graszel KTM 4. Richie Elkins Suz 
OpenA 5. Raymond Krohn КТМ Super Senior B/C 5. Jesse Conley Yam 
1. Adam Fennel KTM 2508 1. Don Rye Kaw Women 
2. Brian Guetthoff Yam ` 1. Kevin Coffee Yam 2. John Dunn Hsq 1. Heather Wilson Kaw 
3. Richard Feth, J Yam 2. Phil Smith Suz 3. Glenn Adams Yam 2. Heidi Landon Kaw 
4. Shawn Jackson Yam 3. Keith Jeziorski Yam 4. Joe Klingensmith Yam 3. Amanda Mastin KTM 
5. Raleigh Thompson Gas 4. Chris Buzzelli Suz 5. Dick Sweat Hon 4. Holly Jones KTM 
250A 5. Joshua Gaitten Yam Senior C 5. Jessica Coombs KTM 
1. Ryan Rodgers Kaw 200В 1. William Henslee Yam Mini Senior 
2. Aaron Branham Suz 1. Kyle Chaney KTM 2. Sam Appis Yam 1. Cody Calkins Suz 
3. Chris Gallt Kaw 2. Travis Green Kaw 3. Jerry Nichols Kaw 2. Mike Lefevers, Jr Kaw 
4. Ben Bouwens Yam 3. Brandon Rainey Gas 4. Chris Cowden Kaw 3. Robby Towery Kaw 
5. John Barber Suz 4. Justin Tucker Yam 5. Don Harry KTM 4. Chris Robertson Suz 
200 A 5. Jonathan Woodford Кам — Vet C 5. Joshua Robinson Hon 
1. Brett Zofchak Kaw ` Four-Stroke B 1. Aaron Bollinger Suz Mini Intermediate 
2. Charles Mullins KIM 1. Brian Melik Yam 2. Douglas Day Suz 1. Thaddeus Duvall Yam 
3. Mike Mihalik KTM 2. Brian Howell Yam 3. Tim Farina Suz 2. Morgan Green Kaw 
4. Bobby Hundall, Јг KTM 3. Brandon Grossi Yam 4. Dino Colaianni KTM 3. Zach Chesser Yam 
5. Michael Jolly KTM 4. Eddie Bell Yam 5. Е Douglas Mohr Yam 4. Eric Rodgers Kaw 
Four-Stroke A 5. James Horn КТМ  Four-Stroke C 5. Len Rehatcheck 111 Kaw 
1. Scott Guinter Hon Vet B 1. Brandon Bollinger Yam Mini Junior а : 
2. Kelvin Hull Yam 1. Larry Musick, Jr Yam 2. Chris Pena Yam 1. Nicholas Hughey Kaw Five weeks after breaking his shoulder, Mike Lafferty was 
3. Gregory Gillian Yam 2. Kevin Dalpiaz Hsq 3. Ben Carman, Jr Yam 2. Tyler Macdonald ` Yam back on it at Mt. Morris, trying to defend a points advantage 
4. Justin Williamson KTM 3. Ted Zak Yam 4. Erick Hendon Suz 3. Nathan Wasselhoeft Yam from Smith and Andrews but not having much luck after 
5. John Grimm Hon 4. Eric Jordan КТМ ` 5. Harry Jones Yam 4. Kody Kinnison Kaw ripping his rear brake hose off. 
Vet A 5. Gary Bisang KTM Open C 5. Andrew Carlson Suz 
1. Jeff Fischer Yam ` Senior B 1. Cecil Rose KTM ` Mini 65 As for the Amateurs, Ryan Rodgers took advantage 
2. Dennis Decker ^ Suz 1. Benjamin Smith, Jr Yam ` 2. Dan Doerr Gas 1. Согу Buttrick KTM | of Shea’s 250 A graduation to claim the class win and 
3. Richard Burbick Gas ` 2. Mark Yukevich Yam 3. Earl Hose, Jr Hon 2. Walker Fowler KTM 13th overall. Jeff "The Engineer" Fischer took another 
4. Jeffery Hursh KTM 3. Aaron Flowers Yam 4. Dusty Fleetwood КТМ 3. Corey Macdonald Kaw Vet A win, while Brett Zofchak clinched the 200 A title 
5. Gary Stoffer Suz 4. Ray Drugmand Suz 5. Christopher Rupp Hon ` 4. Aaron Miller Kaw with a win. Scott Guinter won the Four-Stroke A class 
SEO 5. Robert Mormile KIM — 250€ 5. Ryan Kemper KTM | ang finished 22nd overall, and Adam Fennell won the 
1. Keith Rodgers Kaw ` Industry 1. Kevin Korn Kaw 0 A cl KTM 
2. Tanner England Yam ` 1. Shane Nalley Suz 2. Brian Becker Suz pene d ass onia ! 
The morning race was graced by 1988 Blackwater 


100 Champion Tim Coombs, who came out of semi- 

IT" THE WINNING TEAM! retirement (if that’s possible) on a box-stock Honda 

CR500. Timmy started dead last in the Industry class, 

A but somehow took the early lead at the end of lap one. 

x He led for about an hour and a half before pulling out 
due to dehydration. But it was fun! 

Shane Nalley won the morning overall and the 
Industry class on his DRZ 400, with Richard Lafferty, 
brother of Mike, in second. 

Heather Wilson and Heidi Landon put on one of the 
best battles of the year in the Women's class, with the 
two Team Green riders battling back-and-forth all day. 
Wilson had the speed, but Landon rode error-free to 
hold the lead all the way until the last lap. There, 
Wilson made the final pass to secure her sixth win of 
the year, and with it the Women’s Championship in her 
first year racing the GNCCs. 

The GNCC Youth season wrapped up with an overall 
win by Cody Calkins, while Thad Duvall won the Mini 
Intermediate class and took second. But the big story 
came from the Mini 65 class, where Corey Buttrick 
won for the ninth time, making him undefeated in 


MOD [= || 2002. That's an incredible performance. Corey is sure 
to make his mark on the sport soon. 
Phone: 
B&B. 717-569-5764 
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FMF/AMA National Enduro Series 





although he had gotten a tentative okay to ride 
he'd decided not to push it and wait until the 
next weekend to stage a comeback, at the Mt. 
Morris GNCC. This left the door wide open for 
anyone wanting to collect points on Lafferty, 
and one rider really interested was Yamaha's 
Randy Hawkins, second in the standings by | 
almost 40 points. A sweet win in 
Massachusetts would move Hawkins within 10 
points of Lafferty and really make the last two 
races of the season interesting. You can bet 
that Randy was smacking his lips over this one. 

The second surprise came later in the day 
when all the non-local riders started realizing 
just exactly how rocky it is in King Philip coun- 
try. We actually witnessed a little bit of com- 
plaining here and there that the course was so 
tough and grueling. Good thing they didn't have 
to ride Rhody in June this year, huh? 

With all due fairness, the KP Trail Riders 
know what they're doing when they lay out their 
annual enduro. They design a course that is 
guaranteed to grind every rider down, as far 
down as they can. Then they cut the C riders 
out early so they can actually say that they fin- 
ished the event. Nothing gets ignorant or 
impossible on the course, it's just unrelenting 
rocks and tough riding, this year for about 110 
ground miles. A long day. 

Hawkins was full of confidence at the start, 
looking forward to a good day's ride, but he 
was literally blown away by what happened next. 
Hawkins had been riding his bike for two days 
down at Kevin Hines' house, and everything was 
hunky-dory. When he started the race he didn't 
get two miles from the start line before he knew 
that something was drastically wrong. His bike 
was running so ratty, almost as if the jet needle 
had broken off in the carb. 

He thought the ignition was going bad, so they 
quick changed the ignition out on the course. No 
good. He thought maybe something was wrong 
with the carburetor, so they ripped the carb off 
Randy's practice bike and changed carbs after the 
grass track. Still didn't help. "We all wound up in 
a gas station parking lot, changing things, throw- 
ing parts everywhere, just trying to get him going 
to salvage some points," said Dale Stegal, 
Randy's mechanic. 

In the end the actual problem was so stupid 
none of them would have believed it. They had 


К.Р. DUTY 


Plenty of Surprises at the King Philip National 


he first surprise at the King Philip National was ` screen out of a four-stroke muffler and wired it into ` inside of the muffler would blow back and clog that 
that series points leader and reigning enduro the throat of a brand-new silencer for Randy's YZ screen tight? "Do you know anybody who can have as 
champ Mike Lafferty wasn't going to be there. two-stroke. Who would have guessed that in the first ` much bad luck as I've had over the past few years?" 
Lafferty was healing from a broken shoulder, and ` couple of miles enough loose fiberglass from the Randy said to us. “Just when we thought we were 





Fred Hoess (above) digs for traction on the grass track section of King 
Philip, heading for the lowest score of the day. Below: Randy Hawkins 
had a day he'd rather forget, with a plugged spark arrestor forcing him 
into an eventual DNF and no national points for the ride. 


been practicing with а race muffler, and Hines told Ш 


them they might was well get a spark arrestor in 


there because the club was going to be really "=== 


strict about spark arrestors (and they were). So 
Dale took a piece of Super-Trapp spark arrestor 
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getting a break, here it comes again." It wasn't 
until the end of the day that they realized they 
could have stabbed a big screwdriver in the end 


| of the silencer and cured the bad-running bike 


immediately. Hawkins packed up with a DNF and 
left Massachusetts with the same points deficit 


; he'd arrived with. 


With no early knowledge of what was happen- 
ing to Randy, Fred Hoess tore out of the start 
like a man possessed. Hoes was sitting third in 
points and had just as much to gain as Hawkins 
did. Hoess was riding on minute 22, a row in 


_ front of David Lykke, who was also in the top 

| five of the season standings. Randy started on 
= 25, so all either of them knew was they were 
~ going to keep Randy behind them, or die trying. 


Hoess used his rock riding practice from the 


| PSTR National Hare Scrambles a couple weeks 
| before to quickly find his расе in the rocky 
| woods, and checked out of the first section five 


points down. Lykke was close, but not that 


| close, and the only rider to get within a point of 


Hoess was Kevin Hines, riding a Yamaha "YZE" 
125 out of Razee's. Hines has been all but retired 
for years, but if anybody was thinking he'd 


| slacked off on his training this race would put 


them to shame. 
The next section was KP's grass track, which 
was ribboned-off in the legendary location of 


| their long-gone hare scrambles. Hoess came 
` barreling out of the woods like he was оп fire, 


and charged through the grass track carding a 
3:54. He was the only one who made that partic- 
ular flip, with Hines coming through with a 4:15. 
GNCC Yamaha rider Barry Hawk was on hand, and 
completed the section with a 4:28, and Lykke did 
it in 4:30, and then a group of local riders came 
through with four points right behind them—Jerry 
Madore had a 4:55, Hans Neff a 4:49, Neil Dennett 


7 | had a great 4:18 and Pete Tanner had a 4:48. 


A short section followed and once again Hoess 
had the upper hand, coming out with a two point 
loss, while everyone else dropped more. Three 
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point scores included Hines and 



















KPTR Big Stones National 








A Light 2. Roger RodrigueHus 63 





Neff. Class Results 1. Carl Andrews КТМ 62 3. Sam Fischer CRE 66 
Hawk and Lykke were staying | Overall High Point 2. Art Korn Hon 62 4. Paul Reschke КТМ 68 
close in points and getting their | Fred Hoess Hus 30 3. Larry Silva 6-6 69 5. Randy Mastin 84 
sea legs on the rocks, but the A High Point i 4. Bill Sironen KTM 70 В Bantam 
next section proved to be their George Villanyi KTM 52 5. Тіт Baker КТМ 78 1. Dean Huff G-G 98 
downfall. A fast, open stretch of B High Point A Heavy PUE 2. G. Diedrich KTM 100 
: 7 : : : Robert Lyceff КТМ 93 1. George Villanyi КТМ 52 3. Jeff McDougal КТМ 129 
trail contained an obvious right | c High Point 2. Jim Mitchell Hon 63 4. Brian Thomas КТМ 177 
turn, but a direction arrow that | Normand Roy ` Hen 65 3. Mark Toth КТМ 68 5. Russell Kibbe KTM 187 
pointed straight ahead. Just a | AA National 4. George English Hus 99 B Light 
few riders came into that | 1. Fred Hoess Hus 30 5. Keith Goodell КТМ 126 1. Jim Adams Yam 97 
stretch with their head down | 2: GE Yam 29 А Four-Stroke 2. Ben Kimball ` Yam 131 
; 3. Matt Stavish Hbg 47 1. Alan Rustici KTM 66 3. Dennis Carr Hon 71 
zi еони АА МЕТВА 2. D. Carlson, Jr. Yam 68 4. Peter Belanger KTM 119 
^ 1. Raffi Peterson Yam 48 3. Pat Armstrong Hon 76 5. Dan Marrs CRE 25 
the course again. Unfortunately, | 2. Jerry Madore Yam 49 4. Matt Joachim Hus 123 В Heavy 
in making the wrong turn they | 3. Hans Neff KTM 50 5. Jerry Randall КТМ 1. D. McKosky, Jr. KTM 125 
had missed the seventh check. | 4. Neil Dennett КТМ 50 А Veteran 2. Gary Ryan KTM 127 
Hawk and Lykke were two of the | 5. Peter Tanner КТМ 53 1. Mike Sigety KIM 53 З. Steve Sheppard KTM 85 
wrong-turners, and also some A Bantam 2. Rich Seymour Hon 74 4. Jim Royce ў КТМ 140 
of the Team Husaberg riders. 1. Russell Epley KTM53 3. Goeff Wurlitzer Hon 77 5. D. Galisewski KTM 33 
Th fal б 2. Dan Selvidio KTM63 4. Austin Jalbert Hon 83 B Four-Stroke 
ere was a tair amount ої | 3 Kerry Clark Yam 64 5. Mark Bouvier Yam 88 1. Joe Volpe ат 112 
shouting over this at the finish, | 4. Andy Hill КТМ 68 А Senior 2.JeffBooth Yam 160 
but the AMA rep was there and | 5. Jason Watkins G-G 73 1. Jeff Kirhner ` Kaw61 3. В. Andrychowski 






went out to the section with the 
club members and declared the trail and arrowing was 
all okay. The check would stay in, the riders who 


= ae ol 





The most compact nd 
lightest multi 23 





www.elineaccessories.com * Tel: 


16 Trail Rider 





missed it would not. 

After check seven the riding was pretty mellow, with 
top riders just dropping a few points at the next six 
checks. The last section of the day was the clincher 
though, a 19 mile test of will that was reserved for 
only the A and B riders. Hoess, who seems to ride 
slower in the morning than he does late in a race, once 
again hauled through the test and dropped a nine out 
the other end, two points better than anyone else. 
Hines was once again closest with 11 points lost, and 
then the rest of the scores went up from there. The 
best double-A score behind Hines came from Team 
Husaberg rider Matt Stavish, who came through with 
a 13. 

In the end, Hoess took the overall win with 30 points 
lost, and the "retired" Kevin Hines was second with a 
35. Matt Stavish finished third, scoring his best finish 
of the season so far, and the points he gathered from 
this lifted him from 10th in the series to sixth. 

The High Point A prize went to George Villanyi, a 


Left: You haven't seen this guy at a national enduro lately. 
Kevin Hines showed he's still in shape by taking second 
overall. Right: Matt Stavish basks in the glow of a good ride 
and a spot on the podium. 


Solid state electronics, including 

6 ounce self charging NiCad battery, 
housed in compact (4.5" x 3" x 1") 
aluminum case mounted behind 
head light assembly. 


Complete kit 
including headlight, 
integral directionals, 

taillight assembly, horn, brake light 
switch, wiring harness, and control 
switch weight of about 5 Ib. 


508-295-0812 








4. Mike Stone G-G 3. Norm Noble Yam 123 
5. John Przybylski KTM 4. Peter Rossi Сап 147 


B Veteran 5. Todd Beety KTM 194 
1. Jimmy Bates Hon 100 — C Vet 

2. Tim Weaver G-G109 1. Normand Roy Hon 65 
3. Don Quinn Yam 136 2. Paul Keller, Jr. Yam 98 


3. Todd Jones G-G 122 
4. Michael Waters G-G 123 


4. David Gargiulo G-G 136 
5. Lloyd Paterson Kaw 175 





B Senior 5. Brent Snyder Kaw 156 
1. Robert Lyceff КТМ 93 С Senior 

2. Steven Lewis KTM95 1. Doug Morrison KTM 80 
3. M. Schrimsher KTM 103 2. Tom Law G-G 104 
4. Russ Waters Kaw 152 3. John Davy KTM 111 
5.Dave Geller СВЕ 165 4. Linus Howard KTM 125 
C Bantam 5. Jim Tyer KTM 128 
No competitors Super Senior 

C Light 1. Tom Ebersole КТМ 55 
1. Pete Menard КТМ 84 2. Bill Johnson Hon 62 
2. Wes Lohr Hon 92 3. Irv Witkop KTM 75 
3. Gene Howe KTM 131 4. Dave Mathison Hon 126 
C Heavy 5. John Corliss 6-6 185 


1. Richard HannanKTM 69 Masters 
2. Steve Wilkinso 45 ck.3 1. С. Sharphorn KTM 214 
C Four-Stroke Women 


2. Amanda Mastin KTM 93 
3. Debra Quinn Kaw 


1. Lou Saccoccio Hon 95 
2. S. Chapman КТМ 105 


Senior rider from Colorado who put in a great ride and 
finished with a 52. Robert Lyceff won the High Point B 
trophy with a 93 card, and Normand Roy was the High 
Point C winner with a 65 (remember, the C's rode a 
shorter course). 

With two more races in the series the KP National 
has tightened up the points chase a little, and this win 
moved Fred Hoess up a spot in the standings. 
Following this race we have Mike Lafferty still in the 
lead with 140 points, Hoess in second with 114, 
Hawkins in third with 101, David Lykke in fourth with 
89, and Robbie Jenks sitting in fifth with 70 points. 
The next round is in Delaware on October 27, followed 
by a new round in Indiana, on November 3. & 
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SIDEWINDER A TRY 
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| no greater way to get into off-road motorcycling than on a Yamaha TT-R. Like the 
TT-R125L. With a rigid, YZ-style frame, rugged four-stroke engine and long travel suspension, 
the only thing bigger than its performance will be the size of the grin on your kid's face. 


Professional rider depicted on closed course. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long trousers, gloves and e 
boots, Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the 
MSF rider course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2002 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630 


For more information go to yamaha-motor.com 





ECEA/Moose Racing Enduro Series 


KOPPING THE WIN 


Kopp wraps it up, while Hoess starts a streak 


Вт іп this space last month, Aaron Kopp 
unofficially clinched the 2002 ECEA Enduro 
Championship after the Michaux Enduro (round 14), 
despite working the event rather than riding it! This 
was accomplished as Fred Hoess (Hus) took the over- 
all win, relegating multi-time ECEA champ Jack 
Lafferty Jr. (Suz) to runner-up status. This ended any 
hopes (as far fetched as it may have been) of Jack 
overcoming Kopp's substantial series points lead. 

If there was any doubt about the ECEA champi- 


Mike Collins photo 


The All New RidgeBack 


PIVOT 





onship points race, Kopp laid them to rest the follow- 
ing week at VFTR's Moonshine Enduro. An event 
missed only under duress (for us a spousal HS 
reunion—aak!), there was nonetheless a full field of 
former ECEA champs and top racers out to give Aaron 
a run for his money. Kopp didn't claim the overall on 
this day, an honor earned by Dale Swiegart (Yam). 
However, his second place seeding left little doubt 
that he would repeat as champion. Other top finishers 
at Moonshine were Bill Atkinson (KTM), Jack Lafferty 
Jr. (Suz) and Chris Smith (Suz), who placed third 
through fifth overall, respectively. 


Michaux Enduro 
Round 15, Shippensburg PA 9/8 

Fred Hoess came out to the Michaux enduro and 
once again made winning look easy. The Team Husky 
rider bolted out in front of the pack and bettered 
everyone by a full point at each check, finishing up 
the day with 12 points lost. Hoess' competition for the 
day couldn't get any closer than six points back, with 


a trio of 18-point scores chasing him into the finish. ` xi 


Jack Lafferty Jr. (Suz), John Burgard (Hus) and Mike 
Bradway (Hon) all tied at 18 at the finish, and the 
tiebreakers broke their score in that order. 

Hoess' win moved him farther up in the ECEA 
standings, but did not affect Aaron Kopp's points lead 
in the series, since Hoess has skipped so many ECEA 
events in favor of the AMA Nationals this year. Kopp's 
main rival is Jack Lafferty Jr, and interestingly 
enough Hoess's win today unofficially handed Kopp 
the ECEA enduro championship once again, even 
though it was Kopp's club (South Penn) that was 
putting on the Michaux and Kopp was working the 
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A Revolution in foot peg design 
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Aaron and Erin Kopp sat and worked scoring, and watched the 
ECEA championship drop in Aaron's lap—after a season of 
hard work. Left: Joel Dengler topped the field at Scrub Pine. 


event. Lafferty needed the full measure of points from 
a win to keep his hopes alive for the season, but sec- _ 
ond place wasn't going to do it. "The way the math 
works out," Kopp told us, "If Jack won all four of the 
remaining enduros Га still have a one-point advan- 
tage over him. But I’m planning to ride the Moonshine 
enduro next weekend just to add some padding to the 
points lead." A low-key celebration took place after 
the enduro. We would imagine a much higher-key cel- 
ebration will take place once Kopp's win becomes 
official. 

The riders at the annual Michaux enduro were 
greeted with a dry day of riding in the Pennsylvania 
woods. Fast open sections were somewhat dusty, but 
the tighter woods held up well. The temperatures 
started out cool and climbed up to very warm in the 
afternoon, making it a fine late day of lounging after 
the event. The enduro was a closed-course affair, 
meaning you could entered anything you liked, no 
license plate needed. Bringing a raw motocrosser 
wasn't a good idea though, because with the dry con- 
ditions especially everybody needed a spark arrestor. 
Additionally, closed course means closed woods, and 
all the pit crews had to be content to sit in the field all 
day and stay out of the woods. An ample helping of 
forest rangers at all of the closed roads made sure 
this rule was maintained. 

Lafferty knew ahead of time what he needed to do 
at Michaux, and he bolted out of the start with a 
vengeance. Unfortunately, minor mechanical prob- 
lems with his bike that demanded attention during the 
event kept him off the top of the curve this day. Still, 
he rode hard enough to pick up first in the AA class 
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1 à NI 110/90-19 = $295.00 460-17 $209.00 

Bib Mousse kale 90/90-21 $270.00 530-17 $229.00 

; Ze 110/100-18 — $229.00 

Motocross Action - August, 2001 says: 120/100-18 3! $229.00 

^... it will accurately replicate 13 psi." TRELLE BORG M 11090-12. iaa $229.00 

^... a small price to pay for flat insurance" SR 120/90-19 $229.00 

"|f you want insurance against flat tires, a mousse is the guarantee" Fully Studded Price 300-21 $209.00 

Dirt Bike - August, 2001 says: 110110018 531000 MICHELIN $ 
s Е Z оң ас . К —2 cd 

~~ Michelin Bib Mousse tubes are a bargain 80/100-21 $285.00 Bib Mousse-AllSizes — $155.00 





Trailrider - October, 2001 says: ES 
© e 

"They don't bounce as much as an inflated inner tube, which can Ee y 52 

make your bike feel like it's working better...” Gë SES, £y 7 ЕУ 
"Bottom Line? They're harder to mount and demand a little more СА. LIHCE. 

attention than pneumatic tubes, but you will not get a flat for as it (a^ «А ® ak 

SET ae 

800-628-4040 


long as you have them on your bike.” 
www.motorace.com 





"The verdict? It's not that hard; not much harder than putting on an 
inner tube, when you get into it." 
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Jack Lafferty Jr. is the Energizer Bunny of ECEA racing, but 
he had to settle for second again this year. 


and second overall, but that wasn't what he had in 
mind for the day. 

Steve Guers, riding a KTM out of the A Open class, 
scored the top A points for the day, taking home High 
Point A for his trouble. Guers had the only 19 out of a 
sea of 20-point cards in that class. The High Point B 
trophy went to В. Ellison, with a phemomenal 23 point 
score, and the C High Point was taken home by R. 
Fleagle in the Medium Light class with a 38. 


Scrub Pine Enduro 
Round 16, New Lisbon NJ 9/22 

Making a rare appearance with the time keeping set 
proved fruitful for Joel Dengler (Hon), the payout 











Michaux Enduro 4.C.Kennedy 32 4.K. Law 23 AG Calkins 34 C Medium Light 
Class Results 5. T. Reder 5. S. Saubier 26  5.S.McDonnell 34 1. В. Fleagle 38 
Grand Champion A Medium Light B Four Stroke Heavy ` B Senior 2.D. Newcomb 50 
F. Hoess 12 1. В. Williams 20 1.0. Drew 27 1. F. Hallowell 32  3.V.Gorin 65 
A Four Stroke Heavy 2. D. Allen 22 2. T. Costanzi 35 2. A. Wilson 34 4. A. Satterfield 191 
1. P. Emmons 30  3.M.Sigety 24 3. №. Matto 39 3.1. Zabrowski 37 C Open 

2. C. Copeland 47 4.G. Gotfried 38 4. W. Berry 39 4. D. Allen 41 1. A. Lachette 39 
3. J. Botsford A Open 5. S. Snyder 44 5.6. Місһіск 41 2.R.Stephens 142 
A Four Stroke Light 1. S. Guers 19 B Four Stroke Light B Veteran C Senior 

1. К. Zabrowski 23 2. М. Mchale 26 1.0. Tevis 30 1. F. Oberer 31 1. B. Ashcraft 45 
2. M. Schleeweis 24 3. M. Moyer 29  2.M.Kuzo 32 2.А. Shaffer 32 2.80. Kurry 45 
3. D. Glenn 38 4. 6G. English 34  3.A.Zabrowski 34 3. Е Quinn 33 AC Borger 47 
4. R. Comber 39 5.8. Ое Мппо 50 4. J. Volpe 37 А.К. Wills 34 4.0. Stevens 49 
5. M. Roll 40 А Senior 5. J. Beaver 40 5.58. Lander 46 5.1. Finn 67 
АА 1.J.Gunselman 22 В Lightweight B Super Senior С Veteran 

1. J. Lafferty Jr 18 2.J. McCommon 25 1. С. Compton 27 1. В. Roseman 45 1. J. Roberts 47 
2. J. Burgard 18  3.K.Long 2. P. Galardi 28  2.B.Cossman 45  2,M.Farrington 66 
3.M.Bradway 18 4.S. Bromley 28 З.Р. Uhland 39 — 3.B. Driscoll 49 Masters 

4. C. Shenigo 20  5.D.Compton 29 4.J. Morris 39  4.F Quinn 53 1. P. Parlett 33 
5. В. Atkinson 20 A Super Senior 5.P.Cossman 41 5. T. Kelly 63 2.0. Stapleford 42 
A Light 1. R. Fliegauf 31 B Medium C Four Stroke Heavy 3. С. Clickner 44 
1. J. Cartwright 22 ^ 2.S.Wolfersb. 36 1. М. Fischer 36 1.M.Faulkner 42 4.K. Schaeffer 114 
2. D. Stoppi 26 3. J. Lafferty 45 2.H. Roney 43 2.0). Clerici 50 Women 

3. R. Trout 36 4.0. Stoppi 51 3. W. Berry 44 3.G.Solomon 69 1. L. Arsenault 92 
4. W. Palmer 5. R. Trader 96 4.5. Мс Сгаскеп 46 С Four Stroke Light 2. N. Barnes 134 
A Medium A Veteran B Open 1. J. Booth 43 З.Р. Trout 168 
1. J. Robbins 20 1. J. Aiello 20 1. А. Ellison 23 С Medium 

2. М. Melniczuk 23 2. р. Maco 20 2.Т. Мс Nomee 28 1. 0. Ohana 41 

3. С. Stapleford 26 3. В. Moyer 22 З.В. Horsey 31 2. W. Bower 115 


being Grand Champion honors at this year's Scrub 
Pine enduro. The Cooper's Honda, CDT racing, 
Trapani's, Scott Goggle, Shift, KPS, WER, Enduro 
Engineering, Boyesen, Twin-air sponsored rider used 
top scores in three of the day's six special tests to 
drop 22, handily besting a trio of runner-ups with 25 
on their score cards. 

Despite having taken the better part of the summer 
off from racing, Dengler avoided all gremlins and did- 
n't make a mistake all day long. Regarding the course, 
Joel remarked, "They kept us on our toes with a great 
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mix, varying from open trail and fire cuts to the ever 
so popular stick farms of tight pines. Since it hadn't 
rained in a while, dust was heavy—passing slower 
riders wasn't too easy and you definitely didn't stray 
off the trail too much. | think that the club did a great 
job with the speed averages to keep us racing all day 
with no games—just check in, check out, reset, on to 
the next section." The 25 point log jam trailing Dengler 
included Mike Bradway (Hon), Jack Lafferty Jr. (KTM) 
and Dale Sweigart (Yam) each vying for first runner- 
up status. Bradway got the nod with 754 e-points, to 


REAL WORLD CHAMPIONS: E/XC 4-STROKES 
Blowout Prices on Non-Current Models In Stock 
Including Four-Strokes! 


Special Financing Programs Available! 


VALLEY 


MOTORSPORT 


216 N King St. e Northampton MA 
413-584-7303 


Call Jerry Randall for 27 
prices and availability 
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Visit us online KTMUSA.COM 


KTM 450EXC 
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GIVE SO LITTLE. GET SO MUCH. 


Finance offer available on the Yamaha card, subject to credit approval, Nov. 1, 2002 - Dec. 31, 2002, good on any 2003 (or new prior year) Yamaha Motorcycle, ATV and Scooter. Finance charges will not be imposed on this purchase 
and payments will. not be required during the 6 months promotional period if your account is kept current. Standard Rate 17.9% APR. For accounts not kept current, the Default Rate 21.9% APR will be applied to all balances. 
Minimum finance charge $1.00. 2000 Ib. Warn WinclvPlow offer available through participating Yamaha dealers only. June 14 - Dec. 31, 2002. Offer good on all new 2003 (or new prior year) Grizzly, Kodiak 450, Kodiak 400 4wd/2wd, 
Big Bear 400 4wd/2wd. Dealer participation may effect these offers. Installation not included. Holiday Cash offer good on any 2003 (or new prior year) Yamaha 660R Raptor, Banshee, Warrior, Blaster, Breeze, Raptor 80, Vino Scooter, 
ай PW's, all TTR's. Nov 1, 2002 - Dec. 31, cue See dealer for details. For the Yamaha dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88-YAMAHA. Visit our website at yamaha-motor.com. 

Professional riders depicted on closed courses. ATVs with engine sizes of 70cc to 90cc are recommended for use only by those age 12 years and older and always with adult supervision. ATVs with engine sizes of 90cc or greater are 
recommended for use only by those age 16 and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 

1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Ahvays wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in 

| ‘stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix; avoid excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 























Laffertys 797 and Sweigarts | scrub Pine Enduro 2. Mark Roll Yam35  B-200 4. Mike Ufferfilge KTM 51 2. Dan Fogelberg  Hon112 
814, the triad finishing sec- | Class Results 3. Rob Comber Yam 37 1. Charles Ciaurelli KTM 40 5. Alan Hanlon KTM 51  C-Four Stroke Heavy 
ond, third and fourth overall, | AA 4. David Glenn Yam 38 2. Brandon Sigety КТМ 46 B-Senior 1. B. Croneberger KTM 66 
respectively. 1. Joel Dengler Hon 22 5. Ken Zabroski КТМ 40 3. Jason Densten КТМ 48 1. Doug Allen КТМ 43 2. Nick Zinkevich Suz 79 
It was a comfortable day for 2. Mike Bradway Hon 25  A-Four Stroke Heavy 4. Thomas Beecher KTM 49 2. Art Wilson Suz 45 3. Robert Marek Suz 82 
racing, albeit a little warmer 3. Jack Lafferty Jr. Suz 25 1. Pat Emmons КТМ 31 5. N. Sotiropoulos KTM 51 3. Steve Seip Kaw 50 4. Chris May Hon 87 
than d ert P eem 4. Dale Sweigart ` Yam 25 2. Steve Pfeffer КТМ 34  B-250 4. C. Hunter III KTM 50 5. Dan Shaw KTM103 
р Ee У |5. Jamie Wright KTM 28 3. Brian Glenn Suz37 1. Brian Burt Suz 34 5. Ed Mainiero Kaw 50 С-Меїегап 
cooler than you'd expect for | A-125 4. Craig Cossaboon Yam 38 2. Paul Hand Yam 39 B-Super Senior 1. Robert Kobylarz Kaw 52 
the last day of summer. Skies | 1. Paul Bitting Hus 32 5. Stacy Clark Yam 39 3. Mark Fischer Suz 44 1. Bill Cossman KTM 70 2.R.Sandsmark Kaw 53 
were clear with temperatures | 2. Dan Stoppi Jr. КТМ 33  A-Veteran 4. Kevin Hess Hon 46 2. John Whittock KTM 76 3. Michael Redding Kaw 55 
that rose into the 80s over the | 3. M. Dean Spencer KTM 34 1. Jeffrey Johns КТМ 31 5. Sergio Bassani Hus 48 3. Bob Roseman Kaw 84 4. Mike Armbruster Yam 56 
course of the day. It was plen- 4. Rob Trout Yam 38 2. Кеп Law KTM 32 B-Open 4. Tim Stibitz Gas 101 5. Bruce Frazer KTM 60 
ty parched in the Lebanon 5. Steve Brown Yam 39 3. Jim Aiello KTM 32  1.Scott McDonnell KTM 48 5. David Foster Yam151  C-Senior 
Bias Forest. "tà aroa Пап A-200 4. Mike Beeler KTM 34 2. John Whitaker КТМ 60  C-200 1. Mike Rodriguez Gas 63 
К ? 9 |1. Doug Allen Il КТМ 30 5. Mike Sigety KTM 36 3. Troy МсМотее КТМ 66 1. John Curry КТМ 49 2. Bryan Kruysman КТМ 64 
seen little relief from а season- | 2. Steve Larkin КТМ 31 А-Ѕепіог 4.L.Newcomb KTM 69 2. Daniel Newcomb Kaw 76 3. Bill Mclaughlin KTM 98 
long drought. The course was | 3. Ed Hamilton КТМ 34 1. Frank Vanaman КТМ 29 5. Larry Johnston КТМ 79 3. Vic Gorin КТМ 90 4. Bob Artsma КТМ 129 
comprised of two loops, both | 4. Jarrod Johns КТМ 45 2. Chuck Sullivan КТМ 32 — B-Four Stroke Light 4. John Caruso Hon 93 5. John Zidla Hon 150 
of which started and finished | 5. Steve Marando КТМ 51 3. Jim Gunselman Yam 34 1. Jim Tevis Hon 43 5. Jason Finnie КТМ179 ` Women 
at the campground and includ- A-250 4. Richard Stuart Kaw 34 2. Al Zabroski Yam 48 С-250 1. Lissa Arsenault Hon 76 
ed three each points taking 1. John Robbins Kaw 26 5. Daniel Compton KTM 36 3. Joe Volpe Yam 53 1. David Kowlski Yam 60 2. Merle Compton КТМ 79 
: 2. Brian Carden ` vam 20 — A-Super Senior 4. Brian Burke Yam 54 2. Ralph Keen Hon 80 3. Paula Trout Kaw 143 
sections. 3. Todd Reder 50231  1.S.Wolfersberger Hus 38 5. Frank Lennox ` Yam 56 3. Tim Vause Kaw 83 4. Nicole Frolio ` Kaw 259 
The day started with a rough | 4. Mike Melniczuk KTM 33 2. Rick Stuart 45 B-Four Stroke Heavy 4. J. Williamson Kaw 95 5. Sharon Vasey Suz 331 
eight mile test right out of the | 5. Bob Solomon KTM 33 3. Tom Phillips KTM 50 1. Joe Dickinson Hon 47 5. Shawn Mishkin Gas 97 Masters 
start control, a fast section of | A-Open 4. Jim Jenkins Hon 52 2. Giles Ryan KTM 48  C-Open 1. Chas. Stapleford KTM 50 
stitched-together firecuts and | 1. Кеп Yankowski КТМ 29 5. Dan Stoppi Sr КТМ 54 3. Tim Nocera Hon 48 1. David Whitten КТМ 65 2. Pete Parlett Hon 58 
trail, much of which was sig- 2. Mike McHale KTM 30  B-125 4. Dan Drew Yam 55 2. Ed Kent KTM 67 3. Bob Lapinski Sr KTM 71 
nificantly whooped. For first 3. Steve Guers КТМ 33 1. Phil Uhland Suz 38 5. William Matto КТМ 59 3. Anthony LachetteKTM 81 4. Joe Galie КТМ 83 
SEH SSC? 4. Jeffrey Pritchard КТМ 36 2. Chase Compton KTM 39  B-Veteran 4. Walter Hummel КТМ 88 5. Ed Baker Kaw163 
thing in the morning it was | 5 Jacob williams Gas 37 3. Тот Getz Suz43  1.TimMauro ` Suz46 5. Robert Caddell KTM 99 
quite the assault, some riders | a-Four Stroke Light 4. Philip Galardi Suz 43 2. Dan Green Kaw 47 C-Four Stroke Light 
complaining of dust and arm | 1. Mark Schleeweis Yam 34 5. Michael Graden Hon 48 3. Tom Steward 48 1. Jon Booth Yam 80 
pump. Subsequent morning 
sections were shorter and smoother, each of which ` Pit. All in all it added up to about a 75 mile ride. Carden (Yam), Frank Vanaman (KTM) and Ken 


had an occasional jaunt through ignorant tight stick Trailing the top four noted above was John Robbins ` Yankowski (KTM) filled out the seventh through tenth 
farms. Points were dropped by all. The trailboss took (Kaw), whose 26 point card earned him fifth overall overall positions, respectively. In lower class action, 
us north of route 70 in for the afternoon sections, honors and another High Point A trophy. Jamie Wright В-250 rider Brian Burt (Suz) won the High Point B 
some nice sections that run along the Mount Misery (Yam) filled the sixth overall slot, carding 28, while the ` prize on the merit of a 34 point score while John Curry 
Creek and another in and about an abandoned sand 29 point finishes of John Burgard Jr. (Hus), Brian (КТМ) dropped 49 to claim High Point C honors. t 


EASTERN ENDUROS 


http://www.repairmanual.com/kevco-stubbs/ 


Now there's a kidney belt that 
supports your vital parts 
without wrenching your gut! 


| 
Manufactured By A Company Wit 
Over 25 Years Experience In T 
Medical Brace Industry ‚ 











Stylish - Available in Many Colors 


Greater Lower Back and | 
Kidney Protection Than 
Competitors Products 


Six Month Manufacturer | 
Product Warranty 


ECEA enduros and hare scrambles on DVD. 
Over 10 different 2002 ECEA events to 
choose from. Each disk contains more than 

l an hour of non-stop deep woods action. 
" „и а ин шшк п BE 

Search our website for other products. 
http://www.RepairManual.com 


KTM & Harley repair manuals now available. 


Visit us on the web for previews and order forms. 
www.dephcon.com/racing 


Dephcon Video Services 732.292.9063 





22 Trail Rider 


BILLET ALUMINUM SHARK FIN 
Integrated into the brake carrier 
makes this disc guard virtually 
indestructible: Dirt Rider magazine 
calls it "An impressive display of 
protection" 
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THE ORIGINAL STEERING STABILIZER COMBO! 


Combo Includes - Pro Taper bars of your choice 


‘Scotts Billet Top Triple Clamp 
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STAINLESS STEEL OIL FILTER 
The filtering qualities аге 10 times 
better than a paper filter and have 
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lasting and reusable. Protect 

your 4 Stroke investment! 
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PRO TAPER MOUNTING KITS 
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combination imaginable for Pra 

Taper and other large diameter 
handlebars. 
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here's a quiet little group of riders out there dedi- we don't have to fix it when you screw something ject for us and put together the bike we're testing 







































125 S- 


No 125EXC any more? We take a 125SX and EXC-ize it 


cated to 125cc woods bikes. They don't want to ир!” You can't beat service like that. here. It wasn’t a difficult job, and any recent 125 SX 
ride a KDX or a KTM or Gas Gas 200, they want a 125. So KTM's R&D manager Mike Rosso, long-time Six сап be just as easily modified. 
Just as long as they get what they want they quietly ` Days gold medallist from way back, took on the pro- First off, we decided not to do anything to the trans- 


ride their enduros and behave, but turn their mission. Close-ratio boxes are 
world upside down and they do make noise. ў S : E SSS great in the woods. You give 

They made a lot of noise locally when KTM up a little bit of top speed, but 
announced that they weren't bringing in the rarely do you top 60 mph in 
125EXC any more. KTM heard them; KTM riders normal Eastern racing any- 
are very good at expressing themselves to their how. The closer spacing 
dealers. But the corporate response from KTM between all the middle gears 
was predictable and understandable: "Why both- on an SX box just make it eas- 
er? We only sell a few hundred of them a year ier to keep the 125cc motor on 
anyhow, and they take all year to sell." One rea- the fat part of the powerband. 
son we can think of is that tiny group of 125 We also opted out of switch- 
woods riders who want them. But then, a number X. ing front wheels and putting 
of those people just buy the SX anyhow, and race B on an EXC wheel with an 
it as is. odometer drive. No offense 

The 125EXC was KTM's smallest woods bike, intended, but KTM's mechani- 
and compared to the SX it's got an 18-inch rear $ cal odometers and cables are 
wheel, a lighting coil ignition, a bigger gas tank, stone-age technology and 
odometer and drive, and a wider-ratio transmis- fragile to boot. We can easily 
sion. Most 125 racers will pull you aside and tell glue on our own magnet and 
you they can live without a wide-ratio transmis- electronic odometer, and 
sion on a 125 anyhow, after all, it’s not a street would prefer it anyhow. 
bike. But some of the other amenities, like the The lighting coil ignition 
lighting coil and bigger gas tank, come in real й used on our S-EXC is a stan- 
handy. And everybody knows an 18-inch rear dard EXC 125 ignition, with a 
wheel gets fewer flats in the woods. S single lighting coil output, 

So after our test of the Husky 125 earlier in the й known to all old KTM mechan- 
year we started ruminating about this, and decid- ics as a "single yellow wire" 
ed to build our own. After all, how hard could it ignition. The ignition goes on 
be? We took the idea to KTM and they said "Sure, with standard EXC timing, and 
its a snap. And we'll do the work for you just so it takes no longer than simply 
swapping the parts, there are 
no modifications necessary. 
Putting on an EXC three-gal- 
lon tank was as simple as 
bolting it on. 
In our case, putting on an 18-inch rear wheel was 
as easy as walking into the racing parts room and 
grabbing a spare EXC rear wheel and slipping it in the 
swingarm. All of the KTM rear wheels are the same, 
other than the stock tire size. In reality, there are a lot 
of 18-inch options available. Some guys figure if 
they're going to spend the money they might as well 
have a spare wheel, so they go out and get a complete 
18-inch wheel assembly, either new or used if they 
can find it. This way you have a spare for racing, even 
if the spare is 19 inches. The other way to go is to buy 
the KTM spokes and rim for an EXC and lace them up. 
Or, you could take your hub and have a wheel built 
using an aftermarket Excel rim and spokes. Many 
ways to go, all ending up with the ability to use the 
vast array of 18-inch rear tires available, and get the 
benefits of the higher profile of an 18-inch tire. 

How Does it Work? 


x: —— "A" GELS ns The bike arrived looking good. KTM put on some K- 
It only takes a handful of factory parts to make an EXC out of an SX. Now all we need is a sidestand.... Style graphics and buffed it all up, and you would 
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never know the bike started out life as a demo bike 
and was used before we got it. Kick it over and the 
lights came on. Sweet! | never saw the sense of hav- 
ing lights on a bike that didn't work. Fake lights get 
real silly on the occasional times when you're caught 
out after dark. 

We took the bike out to our favorite private proving 
ground, and took it for a ride. The 125SX motor is 
potent, from mid to top. We proved this by practicing 
MX starts, the SXC vs. Dave's YZ and CR 125s. The 
SXC smoked them every time, mainly because it had 
no trouble with second gear starts, even with our 195 
pound butts on the saddle. Test rider Chris Collom 
noted that few 125s can effectively complete second 
gear starts. This KTM had no trouble. 

Despite this, the motor isn't quite as forgiving as the 
Husky WR125 we recently tested. The Husky (with an 
FMF pipe and silencer) seemed to be easier to keep on 
the pipe, having more low end and a smoother 
midrange. The KTM is weaker on the bottom and hits 
fairly hard, comparable to the Husky with the stock or 
Pro Circuit pipes we tested. 

The KTM is faster than the Husky, but wears you out 
trying to keep the motor singing. On the trail you have 
to be careful about how fast the motor is turning. Too 
fast and you could be in for an unwanted surprise— 
this KTM can just shriek through the woods! Too slow 
and you're going to bog. With time no doubt a skilled 
rider would learn to ride the happy medium between 
these two extremes and go like stink. However, a 
novice rider would be challenged to keep this bike 
charging in the woods. 

To remedy this, we attacked the jetting and went out 
and got an FMF Fatty pipe for the S-EXC, along with an 
FMF Turbine Core silencer. The jetting needed to be 
smoothed up a little. The bike was way too rich for our 





Ps P E 


Two mods we made to the S-EXC is the FMF Fatty 
pipe and Turbine Core S/A. and the Moto Pro suspen- 
sion modifications. Both are highly recommended. 





conditions here, so we switched the R1469 needle to 
the center position, changed the 195 main jet to a 190, 
and went to a smaller 45 pilot (it was a 48). Fine tun- 
ing on the mixture screw brought things a lot closer to 
clean jetting. 

The hitch in the powerband was more a job for the 
FMF pipe. The FMF Fatty pipe increased the low-end 
power available and broadened the midrange slightly, 
with little or no sacrifice to the top end power. Now we 
had a ridable woods bike. 

Honestly, when riding this bike you never think 
about the close-ratio transmission unless you've got it 
tapped out on a fire road. The fact that it spins out a 
little soon in top gear (although you're still going way 
fast) is made up for in the tight woods, where the 
closer gears really shine. It's a lot easier to keep the S- 
EXC "on the pipe" in the tight trees with the closer 
ratios of the SX box, and for that we like it. If you're a 
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day in the low midrange looking at scenery, you may 
prefer the wide-ratio EXC transmission. But if you're 
riding like that on a 125 you've got a few screws loose 
anyhow. 125s just don't work right unless you ride 
'em like you hate 'em! 
Bouncing Around 

Once we got the power characteristics worked out, 
we started becoming really aware of the SX suspen- 
sion. Can you say Supercross? There's no doubt that 
we complain somewhat about the feel of a stock EXC 
suspension in our Eastern conditions and tight 
woods. The SX suspension? Unridable in the woods, 
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"The Old West! NMA does a great job! I highly 
recommend this trip. A bargain! A guaranteed 
good time! Sure I'd do it again, & I'll enthusi- 
astically recommend it to you, right now." 
Paul Clipper, Trail Rider 

"Опе of the most enjoyable vacations I've ever 
had!" Nick Krupa, in Florida Trail Rider 

"A great week! A Motorcycle Adventure and a 
half!" Ed Jolly, Sr. in Cycling East 

"A good ride! I felt like life could not get much 
better, forgot about work completely. A hell of 
a good time, and it's not that expensive. l'Il be 
back!" Steve Eversfield in TrailBike (England) 


"Treat yourself to a vacation tour you'll never 
forget. Give Matt Ernst a call for the time of 
your life!" Southeastern Bike News 


RIDE THE REAL WEST! 
Complete Motorcycle Tours 
Call: 775-359-4380 





CIojerarororerarerorererererorerererererererorororerorororarorororereroTorerarerororerorerarorerererororererererararorororeroJorororeJororerororerererJoererarorererererererererererarorererororororererorererroro roro Oe TTT STITT) 














(ejjarerorerererererorororerorororerororerorerererrererererererererererarerorerererorororororororororororeerererererererererererererererarererereorererorerererereererorarerererererererarererere rrr TOTO 


9 


EE 


December 2002 25 


P 


at least around here. We were bouncing off of every 
root, but we expected this going in and planned to 
take care of it. 


As luck would have it, one of our advertisers offered 2 ; 


to loan us a complete set of forks and shock for the 
125, already valved for tough woods riding. How 
could we refuse an offer like that? Moto-Pro 
Suspension (800-277-5089) hooked us up with sus- 
pension units fitted with their Ultra Max KTM valving 
and bladder conversion kit for the rear shock, and we 


slapped the parts on as soon as we took delivery. B 


Much, much better. Moto Pro is in Woodinville, Ж 


Washington, where they ride a lot of tight mountain $ 


trails and loose rocks, somewhat similar to what we 
have here, and they know trail riding. The suspension 
they sent for the 125 is still racey-stiff with the click- 
ers set at mid-range, and with some adjusting we're 


confident we can tune it in to our liking. Obviously, Sa% 
adjusting the suspension for the possibility of rocks #8 


or sand whoops is going to turn up some compro- 
mises, but what we have here is a good middle 
ground. If you ride in nothing but boulders and rock 
piles, you're better off asking for suspension valved 
like a trials bike. But, as we've said many times 


before, with the WP suspension components all of E 


this is easily done by a good tuner. 

The stock SX suspension component package 
includes the WP 48mm fork, as opposed to the 43mm 
USD WP fork on the standard EXC KTMs. Although 
the SX-style fork works better than we expected, even 
revalved, we're still going to nod our appreciation 
more towards the EXC 43mm fork. For reasons we 
don't even care to investigate, the EXC forks seem to 
work smoother in the woods. Don't get us wrong, 
these bigger SX forks are working good, but they're a 
little stiffer than the smaller forks, and maybe that 
transmits more trail noise up to the handlebars than 
we're used to. 








Little Details 

The rest of the package is standard-issue KTM. The 
SX chassis uses the tapered Magura handlebars, 
which is good if you like them, bad if you don't. One 
thing about the Magura bars is that there is only so 
much material you can cut off them. We cut ours 
down to about 30.5 inches, which is just about 
enough. After you get them cut and go to install your 
handguards you learn interesting item number two: 
These tapered Maguras are nothing like the Answer 
Pro-Tapers they're trying to imitate. You can't even 
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NEW! 

Rubber Mounted 
YZF/WR Triple Clamps. 
Also available in 

Blue Anodized! 


HS Compression 
Adjuster Shock Springs. 
Available for YZ's, 
YZF's and WR's. 


clamps, they won't fit. As of this writing, the only 
company offering handguard/handlebar clamps to fit 
the Magura bars is Enduro Engineering (517-393- 
2421), but that's okay because you can also buy a set 
of their excellent handguards and deflectors to go 
with them. You can switch to Pro-Tapers by just 
swapping handlebars, because the stock Magura han- 
dlebar clamps will fit, although be careful to tighten 
them evenly. If you want to use standard 7/8-inch 
bars, you can buy a set of standard KTM handlebar 
clamps (EXC) and they'll bolt right to the top triple 
clamp. 

Doing all this you'll find that the KTM triple clamps 


= and handlebar clamps are set up to allow multiple 


positions, which is good, it allows you a lot of 
adjustability. However, we've found the far-forward 
position to work best on every model KTM, which 


3 makes us wonder if we could get the handlebars even 


farther forward would the bikes work any better. Your 
experiences may vary from ours, though, and for that 
the adjustability is a great feature. 

One good tip to remember if you get a buzzy 125 
like this, is to make sure you check all the nuts and 
bolts, and Loctite the ones that may cause a problem. 
One perennial trouble spot on all the KTMs is the cen- 
ter fixing bolts for the shifter and the kickstarter. You 
should always back out these 6mm bolts and Loctite 
them when the bike is new. We had the shifter loosen 
up on us, but caught it before it escaped into the 
leaves. You should certainly check all the fasteners to 
be safe. 

Though we may have only faint praise for the 48тт 
WP forks, one thing that comes stock on the SX forks 
is external preload adjusters. True, you may only set 
your preload once and then forget it, but it's a lot eas- 
ier to do it from the outside than to open the forks up. 
It also comes in handy if the bike is being swapped 
between riders of vastly different body weights, as 
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You had to Ask? 





TAT 


sometimes happens here. 

In order to securely hold up the EXC taillight and 
license plate holder, our bike was fitted with an EXC 
subframe. This adds a measure of strength to the back 
of the bike, but it also adds weight and confounds pipe 
and silencer fitting efforts. In our case we have to use 
an SX pipe and an EXC silencer to hit all the mounting 
points. We'd say that the EXC subframe is purely 
optional for an enduro conversion. 

The latest brakes (this is a 2002) on the KTMs are 
super stoppers. The rear is very progressive and easy 
to modulate as well as being strong, and the front is 
KTM’s strongest yet, while still being smooth. The 
new ventilated "semi-wave" rotors are all fluff up here 
in the mudlands. Maybe all those petals and slots are 





SPECIFICATIONS 

KTM 125 S-E/XC Custom 
Engine Type: Liquid-cooled 2-stroke 
Dieplacement: 124.6cc 
Bore/Stroke: 54 X 54.5mm 
Transmission: Six-speed WR 
Gearing: 13/50 
Chain: Regina O-ring 
Tank Capacity: 1 liters (2.9 gal.) 
Carburetion: Keihin 39 PWK 
lgnition: Kokusan 11Ow lighting 
Forke: WF 48MA USD 
Suspension Travel: 295mm 
Front Brake: Brembo hydraulic 260mm 
Front Tire: Michelin MEI) 20/90X21 





WP 5018 PDS 
320mm 


Rear Suspension: 
Suspension Travel: 


Rear Brake: Brembo hydraulic 220mm 
Rear Tire: Michelin MET 150/50Х15 
Seat Height: 925mm 
Wheelbase: 1461mm 
Ground Clearance: 385mm 


Claimed Dry Weight: 205 16. (stock 9X) 








good down south where it’s killer hot in the summer, 
but up here solid non-vented rotors are the only way 
to get more than one ride out of a set of brake pads. 

As far as a woods bike goes, our only complaint 
with the S-EXC (and it does look fairly sexy, we must 
admit) is that it doesn’t have a sidestand, and being an 
SX, doesn’t have a provision for a sidestand. 
Remember the days when even motocross bikes 
came with sidestands that you could remove? Call us 
hopelessly square, hip cats, but we miss them. We’re 
going to look around and if we find a sidestand option 
we'll let you know about it. 

Getting it On 

But once we pull that little triangle out of the back 
axle and go riding, we forget about it. KTM claims a 
dry weight of 203 pounds, and even with our modifi- 
cations we'd estimate that this bike isn't much more 
than an actual 215 pounds. That is light. Get up on the 
powerband, get used to it, and you can fling this bike 
around in the woods like a cat playing with a dead 
mouse. The handling is typical KTM, solid and stable, 
only with the least amount of orange inertia behind it. 
Shod with sand tires and riding in our private riding 
reserve, we can wail on this bike, and that's a great 
thing. 

Is it worth the effort? Sure, if you want a really com- 
petitive everything-working 125 woods bike. And the 
best part is that none of the parts we used are any- 
thing exotic or unduly expensive; they are all pretty 
much off the shelf KTM parts and anybody can dupli- 
cate the S-EXC with minimum bucks. Yeah, we're still 
working on that sidestand, but in the mean time we're 
going to ride the wheels off this bike. Ж 
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| 77th International Six Day Enduro 








Aw in Prague, capital city of the Czech 
epublic, in the darkness of a Sunday night is 
not the best time to be looking for your hotel, espe- 
cially if you and nobody else knows where it is. | had 
never set foot in Prague before, and here | was in a 
fine rented Opel driving blind in a city of seven million 
people. 

| had a map, though, and after stabbing into down- 
town and then back out, and accidentally onto a free- 
way, | actually knew where | was, sort of. | had been 
on a plane or in an airport, including time zones, for 
almost 24 hours, and what | wanted more than any- 
thing was two beers and a bed, in that order. To save 
time | stopped at every gas station/mini mart | saw, 
and there was a surprising number of them. In each 
place | would storm in with my map and confirmation 
printout from the Quality Inn, Prague, and say excuse 
me and how do | find this place?, which was exactly 
half the Czech words | knew how to speak. I’m proud 
to say it only took an hour and a half to find the place, 
and | wasted little time solving my other two prob- 
lems later on. 

The next day was the day before the start of the 
2002 ISDE, and | had a lot to do in one day. First, | 
had to find Jablonec nad Nisou; and | hoped it would 
be easier than just finding the Quality Inn. Second | 
had to get press credentials so | could have the run of 
the place, and third | had to find the Americans’ hotel, 
which was far off the beaten track. Tons to 
do, but it sure was great to be back in 
Europe at the Six Days again! 

When | got to Jablonec, | found out that 
the American shipping container had got- 
ten there on time, but there were still sur- 
prises. For example, the bulk of the riders 
arrived late Tuesday or Wednesday before | 
the event, and immediately learned they | 
had to have their bikes ready and 
impounded by 9:00 Friday morning. You 
know how racers are. Few of them would 
think to pack a fully-prepped bike, for 
some reason. Even the guys riding rented 
bikes bring their own suspension with 
them, their own carburetors and jetting in 
some cases. Sponsor stickers, tires, 
there’s plenty of work to do. 

On top of that, the Czechs were throwing | 
a new wrinkle onto the complexity of the 
ISDE. They were mandating the use of a 
real, bolted-on sidestand, preferably the 
sidestand or centerstand that came on the 
bike. But what if you brought a converted 
motocrosser? You weren't allowed to ride 
it unless it met specifications, which 
included a sidestand and real working 
lights. 

You also couldn't even complete your 
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Below: Mandy Mastin was one of two women riders there, she hung 
in until broken clutch plates forced her over her hour. Right: David 
Pearson cranked out some good test times and led the U.S. charge 
until a mud bottleneck robbed him of his gold medal. 








The good, the bad, and mud up to your armpits 


sign-up without an international drivers license, 
something we can get cheaply enough here in the 
States with a trip to AAA, but something that is rarely 
required at Six Days. It was also not specifically asked 
for in the event regulations sent out, or posted on the 
Internet. Consequently, very, very few of our riders 
were carrying them. It worked out to Drew Smith 
putting together a formal meeting with the police 
chief and town officials and basically begging for 
leniency. He also gave them USA hats. 

Eventually everyone was impounded, but not with- 
out extreme difficulty here and there. It always helps 
to be prepared to the Nth degree for a big event like 
this, but not being told what you need to be prepared 
always makes it much more difficult. Advice to future 
ISDE participants: bring much more than you think 
you'll ever need. 

The Big Green Lean 

News before the event was that in order to satisfy 
the “environmentalist” anti-recreation interests the 
organizers of the event needed to cut out most of the 
trail sections they had planned for the Six Days. In 
plain language this meant that the ISDE was going to 
be a road ride, more or less, between special tests. 
This is about what we've come to expect from 
European countries anymore, sadly, although the for- 
mer Czechoslovakian nation was one of the Euro 
holdouts from the anti-recreation crowd until 


this year. Apparently, Czech is anxious to appeal to 
the European Community—don't call them "Eastern 
Europe" any more—and appear to have embraced all 
the bad parts of European society as well as the good. 
So-called environmentalism being the bad. . 

"This is a German playground," one of the locals 
told us privately. "They come up here to buy their 
vacation cabins because Czech is so inexpensive 
compared to their German country. Once they come 
in they don't want anyone near 'their town, using the 
forests." Sounds like some former residents of New 
York city we've all seen. 

This made for a bad enough situation, but then the 
pre-riders came in from checking out the course 
before day one, and they told everyone that it was 
maybe going to be really hard to get to the checks on 
time. Really hard; in some cases impossible. It 
appeared that the Czechs were going to make up for 
the lack of tough trail to possibly take away points by 
taking away points on the roads, by making the speed 
average too high. This would turn out to be true later 
on. 

But our boys and gals were ready, hopefully for any- 
thing. The U.S. World Trophy team this year was 
David Pearson (Kaw), Fred Hoess (Hus), Brian Sperle 
(KTM), Tim Taber (KTM), Ron Schmelzle (Yam) and 
Greg Gillian (KTM). The four guys who made up the 


By Paul Clipper 


Left: Ron Schmelzle got to the finish with a silver medal, 
after a consistent ride all week. Above: Morgan Crawford 
gets a little pavement traction in front of an open-air market 
outside of Liberec, Czech Republic. 


KR 


Two Jersey boys. Above: Fred Hoess recovered from blowing a cylin- 
der o-ring on the first day to being the only American to finish on gold. 
Below: Wally Palmer lasted until day four and then houred out in the 
mud. Check the duct tape and nylon ribbon holding on his handlebars. 
Right: A tired Eric Bailey scales one of the ski slope uphills on day four. 
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MER XR] 
Bill Radecky (L) became the first casualty of the week when 


his KX seized two miles from the start. Drew Smith is help- 
ing getting it back together. 


К MANS 


Junior Trophy team were Jonathan Seehorn (KTM), 
Morgan Crawford (KTM), Wally Palmer (Hus), and Bill 
Radecky (Kaw). 
Day One 

| jumped in with Mark “Kato” Kariya and we watched 
the start, and then on the way out of town saw the 
weirdest sight. It looked like Trophy Team manager 
Drew Smith stopped and helping a rider right on the 
sidewalk on the busy road out of town. Sitting right at 
a bus stop, as a matter of fact, and judging by the 
amount of bike parts spread around it was a major 
catastrophe. 


Standard Kit 


Standard rear-wheel spacers are 
hard-anodized and then impregnated 
with a special lubricant for excellent 
wear and abrasion resistance. 

Last 2-3 times longer than stock! 
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77th International Six Day Enduro 125 Two-Stroke 


DNF: Tim Taber, Eric Moberg, Eric 


World Trophy 1. Stefan Merriman Australia Croy, Amanda Mastin, Tom Huber, Ken 
1. Finland 2. Mika Saarenkoski Finland Tomeo, Carroll Dickerson, Brian Sperle 
2. Sweden 3. Petteri Silvan Finland 

3. France 22. Fred Hoess Gold 250 Four-Stroke 

4. Great Britain 56. Jonathan Seehorn — Silver 1. David Fretigne France 

5. Italy DNF: Wallace Palmer, William Radecky, 2. Marc Germain France 

16. USA Gabriel Reos 3. Bartosz Oblucki Poland 
Junior Trophy 34. Mark Thompson Silver 

1. France 250 Two-Stroke DNF: Greg Gillian, Lance Bross 

2. Portugal 1. Samuli Aro Finland 

3. Finland 2. David Knight Great Britain 400 Four-Stroke 

4. Germany 3. Jani Laaksonen Finland 1. Juha Salminen Finland 

5. Czech Republic 28. David Pearson Silver 2. Paul Edmondson Great Britain 
12. USA 45. Ron Schmelzle Silver 3. Niklas Gustaffson Sweden 
Clubs 49. Brian Storrie Silver 45. John Yates Bronze 

1. KBS Uamk Unhost 1 (Czech) 52. Dave Wolfe Silver 51. Chilly White Bronze 

2. Kangasalan Moottorikero (Finland) 57. Jeff Fredette Silver DNF: Andy Gutish, J.D. Hammock, 

3. SMI MK (Sweden) 58. Andy Stokeley Silver David Klein, Cody Mastin, Ryan Dean 
26. Ridge Riders M.C. 69. Eric Bailey Silver 

37. Merced Dirt Riders 70. Luke McNeil Silver 500 Four-Stroke 

41. Team Enduro 71. Brett Dooley Bronze 1. Mika Ahola Finland 

45. Jafmar Racing 80. John Wells Bronze 2. Anders Eriksson Sweden 

70. Family R Us 95. Morgan Crawford ` Bronze 3. Bjorne Carlsson Sweden 

76. Colorado Dirt Riders 97. Randy Mastin Bronze 25, Paul Krause Silver 

84. Enduro Riders M.C. 102. Lars Valin Bronze 30. Curt Wilcox Silver 

86. Seniors M.C. 104. Derrick Merrill Bronze DNF: Steve Underwood 

89. Boise Ridge Riders 105. Mike McCarren Bronze 





We turned around and found Drew helping Junior 
Trophy rider Bill Radecky apparently rebuild his top 
end. Bill had seized it coming out of town, and limped 
to the side of the road where Drew found him, and 
started helping him replace the piston. They almost 
had it all buttoned up, so we helped them finish the 
job and get Bill on his way. “1 don’t know what's going 
to happen,” Drew said after Radecky left, “he said he 
missed the first special test and he has to be over an 
hour down as it is, so | don’t know what he’s doing. | 
just helped him get it back together.” As it turned out, 





Bill seized it once again a little ways down the road. "I 
left there and got it back to the Parc Ferme, when I 
rebuilt it completely," Bill told us later, "and then at the 
end of the day took it into impound. They let me 
impound it, so we'll see what happens tomorrow!" 
Tomorrow, as it turned out, Bill wasn't allowed to ride, 
so he had the distinction of being the first American 
rider out of the competition. 

Trophy rider Fred Hoess, our pick for top U.S. rider 
this year, being that he's a neighbor, had his share of 
bad luck. Not far into the second loop of the course he 
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77th International Six Day Enduro Fun Statistics 
Riders per Class 

Class Started Finished Excluded 
125 2T 105 64 6 
250 2T 17 106 6 
250 4T 64 44 0 
400 4T 95 52 3 
500 4T 65 4 1 
Total 498 307 16 
Top Ten Entries 

Country Started Finished Excluded 
1. Czech Republic 85 54 о 

2. Great Britain 49 5 2 

3. USA 4 22 1 

4, Germany 31 24 1 

5. Netherlands 27 19 о 

6. Italy 25 21 1 

7. Spain 24 9 5 

&. Finland 22 14 1 

9. Belgium 20 12 1 

10. Sweden 16 12 1 

10. Australia 16 7 5 
Bike Brands Entered 

Brand Started Finished Excluded 
1. KTM 245 152 8 

2. Husqvarna 69 57 1 

3. Yamaha 62 42 2 

4. Gas Gas 46 20 5 

5. Husaberg 20 15 0 

6. Honda 18 1 1 

7. ТМ 14 5 0 

&. Suzuki e 5 0 

9. VOR 6 2 1 

10. Kawasaki 5 2 о 

11. Fraga 5 0 0 

12. Monnier 1 0 0 

15. Jawa 1 0 о 
“Don’t ask ue what а Monnier is. Also, can you believe 
there wae only one mighty Jawa entered, here in the 
Czech Republic? And not a CZ to be seen! 








2000 2001 
2002 2003 


blew an o-ring in the head of his Husky 125, causing 
it to blow out antifreeze and threaten to overheat. "I 
had to stop for water, and in one spot | stopped in a 
panic and asked a scooter rider in German where | 
could get some water. He pointed to a church up a 
back street, and said there | might get some water, but 
he was a course marshal, and he wouldn't let me ride 
my bike off the course. So | said, ‘What do | do?’ and 
he got off his old scooter and handed it to me, point- 
ing up the street and saying ‘Hurry!’ So here | am rid- 
ing this guy's scooter while he holds my bike, and | 
got water at the church. Everyone's now saying | filled 
the bike with holy water; it was a crack-up. But that 
was just one time in 90 miles | had to stop, and | 
nursed the bike all the way to the finish today but I 
really don't know if it's going to run all week after all 
that overheating." 

Hoess impounded his bike with new tires and the 
cylinder head off, got new o-rings from the Husky 
reps that night. After impound, in the Parc Ferme he 
sat with us and contemplated how he was going to 
surface the cylinder head just to make sure it was flat. 
"You could take down the mirror in your hotel room 
and use it for a surfacing plate with some valve-grind- 
ing compound to cut it," | suggested. 

"| might do that,” he said. "| have some emery paper 
with me, | could cut it with that." 

“If you want something that cuts really well,” 
Lindsay Pirie chimed in, "try some of that toilet paper 
in the hotel. That's been doing a great job on me." 

Another of our local Jersey riders had trouble dur- 
ing the day, this time self-inflicted. Wally Palmer had 
brought over a set of Pro-Taper bars for his rented 
Husky, right off his race bike from home. He had them 
all set up with his handguards and even the same 
mounting bolts, but unfortunately one of the triple 
clamp mounting bolts was cracked and he didn't know 


it. Shortly into the first loop he hit a ditch and broke 
the mounting bolt on one side, allowing his handle- 
bars to flop around uncontrollably. "I got off and duct- 
taped the bars down as tight as | could, but they still 
moved around a lot," Palmer told us. "There was this 
one nasty stair-step downhill section we had, and | 
couldn't control the bike down it and cartwheeled 
twice on it the first lap." Palmer replaced the bars with 
the Husky's stock bars before impound that night. 

We could go on and detail everyone's catastrophe, 
but we'll run out of space if we do. The big news was 
that everyone's worst fears turned out to be true. The 
Czechs had set the speeds on the roads too high, rid- 
ers had to drive dangerously fast to make the checks 
on time, or even try to make the checks. Canadian 
Trophy Team rider and good friend of TR Guy Perrett 
said, "We're having to go so fast on the roads to make 
the checks, and sometimes we don't make the checks. 
Passing dangerously in heavy traffic, everything. 
They're (the FIM) going to have to start taking the 
ISDE to countries that have the land to do it right, like 
Slovakia maybe. What we're doing today, this isn't 
worth it. Somebody is going to get killed." Perrett had 
crashed hard during the day, and would find out later 
he had a serious concussion that put him out of the 
event after trying to start day two. His loss from the 
Canadian Trophy Team, which had started with only 
five riders, put Canada at the bottom of the Trophy 
competition for the entire week. 

To cap off the frenzied pace of the first day, the 
Czech police were out in force, with hundreds of addi- 
tional officers on hand. It seemed like every second 
one of them had a radar gun, and riders were being 
stopped left and right for speeding. At the end of the 
day it was announced that 300 traffic citations were 
issued by the police, and the race organizers were 
quick to remind riders that the penalty for a traffic 
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Starting day one from the sports stadium in Jablonec. All the bikes are clean, everybody's happy...for now. 


citation was exclusion from the event. As you can 
imagine, this touched off an immediate firestorm from 
every representative of every country in attendance, 
and the night's jury meeting promised to be an 
absolute brawl if the Czechs didn’t handle it correctly. 
As of eight o’clock p.m. on the first day, at least half 
of the Americans were already wondering if the speed- 
ing ticket they had received that day had put them out 
of the event for good, and they had plenty of compa- 
ny from the other countries. 

Six American riders finished the day in the “DNF” 
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column, but as with all Six Days, you're not officially 
DNFed until the jury meeting decides you're gone. The 
list included Bill Radecky, Gabriel Reos, Ryan Dean, 
Curt Wilcox, Mark Thompson and Carroll Dickerson. 
All the riders were on Club teams except Radecky. 
Wilcox and Thompson would later be reinstated after 
the Jury meeting. 

The horror stories continued, but at 9:30 p.m. a 
Czech-dubbed rerun of Twin Peaks came on the TV, 
and | had to watch it. Twin Peaks was the weirdest 
television show ever to appear on TV, and it was a fit- 


1 
TS 


mimi i-i 


Ty Davis 
Team Yamaha 
Off-Road 


М "s 
Robbie Jenks and Now YOU! 9 7 —. 


À 


The Largest Selection Of | 
Yamaha Tanks Available. 


ting way to finish one of the most singularly weirdest 
ISDE opening days I'd experienced in a long time. 
Day Two 

Overnight the wind howled and the rain started 
coming down, and temperatures in the morning hov- 
ered around 35 degrees. Kato Kariya, a warm-weather 
Californian to the core, was horrified at the tempera- 
tures. But at least he wasn't riding. The rain started 
late on day one, we saw it in the mountains after dri- 
ving back to the hotel about five o'clock. We got back 
early enough that we decided to do some exploring 
and drove past the hotel, finding out that the Polish 
border was only three kilometers away. We parked the 
rental car—since we'd been told that we were not to 
drive in Poland no matter what—and walked into the 
country, getting our passports stamped like a couple 
of, well, American tourists. 

Dinner at the hotel was very good. We were sharing 
the place with loads of German tourists, and the food 
was definitely to the German palate—heavy and rich 
red meat stuff. Luckily we were running around all day 
and had no trouble burning it off. 

All the food in town was good, as far as we could 
see. The beer was incredible, of course, being in the 
home of Pilsner beer, and the legendary Pilsner 
Urquell was on tap just about everywhere. In our hotel 
a beer cost just over a dollar—highway robbery, but 
typical for a hotel bar. In town a pint of Pilsner Urquell 
at a street vendor cost about fifty cents. Find a little 
country bar and it was less than that. Food in the 
restaurants was ridiculously cheap. We'd go out to 
local places near our hotel, and though the locals 
would shake their heads and say we were getting 
ripped off (it was a ski town, after all), we could get a 
filet mignon dinner with all the trimmings and a cou- 
ple of beers, and leave the place about $8 lighter. Go 
out to the normal local places and the food was 
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Greg Gillian was the lone 250 Four-Stroke entry on the 
Trophy team. He had to drop out with a blown motor. 


almost half that price. Eating was so cheap there we 
almost couldn't afford to go home! 

Where some of the special tests we drove to on day 
one were dusty and dry, by the morning of day two 
everything was wet and slippery. All the grass tracks 
and enduro tests were also torn up from the first day, 
and somewhat fewer than the original 500 riders were 
now heading out to repeat the exact same course as 
day one, only now in a little bit of mud. 

The result of the jury meeting for the evening of day 
one was to add 10 minutes to everyone's times at the 
checks all day, which helped everyone out and put 
some riders back onto gold medals; in particular Fred 
Hoess, who had resigned himself to just finishing 
after all his trouble on day one. The police had a table 
set up at the Parc Ferme at the end of day two, and 
every rider had to stop and check to see if they had 
been cited the day before. The police had used photo 
radar, and some of the riders liked the pictures so 
much they tried to buy them. Fines were levied and 
wrists were slapped, but the international jury wisely 
decided to not exclude riders because of the speed 
traps. | say "wisely" because they would have had a 
riot on their hands. "Hey the police were ready!" 
declared Trophy Team manager Drew Smith, "They 
have a water cannon mounted on top of the Parc 
Ferme restaurant just in case!" 

And darned if he wasn't right about that. 

Day two went a lot smoother than the first day, with 
a lot less panic. The Czechs had added time to the 
most critical checkpoints of the day, and everybody 
seemed to have time on their hands in spite of the 
mud. 

By the end of day two the overall standings of the 
event were starting to emerge. The mighty Finns were 
once again on top of the Trophy Team competition, 
followed by Sweden, France, Great Britain and Italy. 
France was right on top of the Junior Trophy division, 
with the Finns right behind. Our teams were doing 
poorly, rattled by the organization, the impound has- 
sles, the road speeds and disorienting high-speed 
Special test sections. 

Watching the top foreign teams at the special tests 
was downright frightening. You just can't imagine 
how fast the Finns, for example, ride in the special 
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tests (the ISDE lives and dies by special tests laid out 
on cornfields, in the woods, in meadows and wher- 
ever they can hang ribbon). The riders travel from 
test to test on transfer sections, that in this year's 
case was largely roads. Everything that made a dif- 
ference in the event was lined with miles of ribbon, 
yellow on the left and blue on the right.) We joke 
about 80 mph straights on the grass tracks while 
these guys are GOING 80 mph. The pace in the spe- 
cial tests is so fast and frantic that our guys get eaten 
alive. 

Take Fred Hoess, for example, who turned out to 
be our fastest guy all week. Compare him to Mika 
Saarenkoski, a Finn, who was leading the 125 class 
the beginning of the week. On day five, Saarenkoski 
beat Hoess in each of the special tests, by a minute 
and six seconds in the first, by a minute 45 seconds 
in the second, by 28 seconds in the third, by 25 sec- 
onds in the fourth, by 35 seconds in the fifth, and so 
on. Add it all up and our guys fall way down in the 
results. We're not trying to slag on Fred; the problem 
is our guys aren't used to this kind of competition and 
this kind of speed. 

But, we can hold our head up high because we're 
accepted as a contender in the Six Days, even though 
we're not up to snuff in most of the racing. Our guys 
got the second biggest cheer when they walked in at 
the opening ceremonies, from a largely local crowd. 
Of course, the Czechs got the biggest cheer. 

Kato and | attended some special tests, shot a wad 
of photos each, and toured through dozens of little 
towns along the way, stopping back at the Parc Ferme 
to check on everybody on the way back home for the 
night. After dinner | tried to make some notes in my 
room on the fourth floor of the hotel as the wind 
howled at what must have been 50 mph outside. It 
sounded like the roof was going to come off the place, 





Stefan Merriman rode a 125 this year and won the class, despite 
having to change the clutch on day four. 


and since | couldn't get the heat shut all the way off | 
got up to open the window and let some cool air in, 
and noticed it was snowing sideways outside as the 
rain lashed down. | called Kato's room and just 
laughed with glee, imagining him hugging the radia- 
tors. Tomorrow, for the riders, was going to suck. 
Day Three 

Days three and four were following a completely 
new course. The riders were done with the day 
one/two course until day five, when they would ride it 
again backwards. Everyone started the day with good 
cheer, because it was a fresh course and the Czech 
officials promised at the Jury meeting that the check 
times were loose enough that everybody would have 
plenty of time to negotiate the roads. 

Guess what? They lied. 

| slept in, unintended. This was about four days into 
the trip for me, and | was finally shaking the jet lag 
that woke me up every previous night at 2:00 a.m. and 
made me read for a couple of hours. This night I final- 





ly got a full night's sleep, and then some, waking to 
find the club riders breakfasting and Kato nowhere 
to be seen. Oh well, we'd made no plans, so | decid- 
ed to drive in to the stadium by a different route and 
then double-back and check out some of the new 
special tests for the next two days. The road was ter- 
ribly foggy and full of slow trucks, so the ride in was 
as equally as white-knuckle as the ride back out. 

| say "back out" because most of the course this 


| day was actually pretty close to our hotel. The hotel 


was 30 kilometers away from the stadium Parc 

Ferme, which translated into a 45-minute drive on a 

two-lane road through about four different towns. 

Today | turned it into a foggy hour drive in, and then 

an hour back out through foggy switchback canyon 

roads deep in the woods. Yes, | was lost, but going 

in the right direction. | saw foxes in the woods, deer, 
and red squirrels as well as black ones. But I timed it 
right and got to the special test Га picked on time. 

For all the driving, then parking and walking, this 
test was a big disappointment. It was hilly and long, 
but laid out over a new-mown cornfield and about as 
photogenic as a barren gravel pit. Yuck. | hung around 
for a while trying to make something of it and then 
moved on to the next spot. 

It turned out the next special test | visited was at a 
ski area, so the view was great, the concessions were 
good, and there were plenty of people around watch- 
ing. Better still, the special test was awesome, so | 
hung out there for the rest of the day. Patches of clear 
revealed an excellent long view down the slopes, but 
more often than not the fog would roll in and shut 
everything down with pea-soup gray. 

| was finally realizing that the Six Days was turning 
over into younger competitors, and lots of my old 
friends weren't there. The Italian team especially had 
undergone an overhauling, and the only rider | knew 
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on it was Jarno Boano. His brother Ivan was also on 
the team, but Ivan had crashed big time on the first 
day and torn a ligament in his shoulder, the one that 
holds your collarbone down. In true Italian team fash- 
ion they taped his shoulder bones back down and sent 
him out on day two, but it was pointless, he was in too 
much pain. Jarno was truly unhappy with the new 
team, and especially the new mechanics, everything. 
"You know, | am a little of a headcase," he told me, 
"and | let these things bother me when maybe I 
shouldn't. But my bike doesn't work as good as it 
should, nobody is happy to each other on the team, 
and my hands are getting cold so | can't ride fast. | 
don't like this cold!" Next year Jarno is hoping to be 
on a simple three man team, one that he likes, and 
hopes for a better result then. 

But in the mean time there's no more Giovanni Sala 
on the Italian team. Sala was one of the main reasons 
| liked to come to the Six Days, to see the 
Fastestmanalive, but now he's off riding rallies. Same 
deal with Fabio Farioli and Mario Rinaldi, no more Six 
Days. Stephane Peterhansel, such a great French 
rider, he's out of it too, racing cars. It's getting lonely 
being an old Vet at the ISDE. 

Ruminating on such a bleak theme was making me 
grumpy, so | bought a piece of sausage and found 
Lindsay at the checkpoint, and we spent our time 
complaining about toilet paper and rule-changing 
Czechs. Earlier that morning a marshal alleged that he 
watched one of our Trophy riders, Brian Sperle, re-fuel 
his bike without shutting off the engine, in violation of 
Six Day rules. There was no way, Lindsay told me, 
because it was at Lindsay's check and they wouldn't 
allow a rider to fuel with the engine running, and 
besides that Sperle had eight minutes to spare at the 
check so why would he do it? Didn't matter, the mar- 
shal said it happened and that's all the rule-enforcers 
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This is about the sharpest photo we could get of overall 
winner Samuli Aro. He definitely casts a blurry shadow. 


needed. Sperle was out, dropping the Trophy team to 
five guys. 

The matter was argued for the next two days, even 
coming down to Lindsay and Drew Smith banging on 
doors in the jury offices, but when it was all said and 
done they excluded Sperle and that was it. Made us 
mad. 

We decided that the Czechs had succeeded in mak- 
ing a whole new passel of enemies with this event, 
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because we weren't the only country getting screwed; 
we were only one out of about two dozen | think. If 
this was an East Coast club event, you could bet that 
the Czechs could look forward to the next couple of 
seasons starting every enduro on triple-digit num- 
bers. 

The whine of a two-stroke alerted us to the rapid 
approach of Fred Hoess (riding on minute ten) and the 
125cc Trophy riders on their second loop, so | went 
back to take pictures in the rain and watch them all go 
by, all 400 or so that were left. After that Lindsay and 
| drove straight to the hotel, in a driving downpour, 
and helped hold the bar down. We were getting to like 
the local restaurants, the local beer especially, and it 
didn't hurt that there were some very pretty girls 
working in the hotel, and most spoke at least some 
English. Life was good! 

Day Four 

Way back in the old days, 20 years ago when | first 
started coming to Six Days, we coined an expression: 
"Day Five, Czechoslovakia." It always seemed that in 
the Six Days, in Europe especially, the weather would 
turn by day five and a previously ridable tough course 
would turn into everyone's worst nightmare. That 
year, in 1982, that's what day five turned out to be, it 
was the back-breaker, the turning point of the event. It 
was also the only time in history that the American 
Trophy Team actually won the Six Days. That is, until 
the Jury took the win away in the meeting that night. 

At any rate, this year the rain hammered down all 
night before day four, and the day four conditions just 
deep-sixed so many people's rides it was a shame. 
Wally Palmer was one of the first when a banjo bolt 
backed off on his rear brake, and in the mud and slop 
he couldn't figure out what was wrong and houred out 
struggling to ride the course with no rear brake. 
Amanda Mastin and Cody Mastin went out with bike 
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problems, when Amanda's clutch broke and Cody 
knocked an oil line loose and blew all the oil out of his 
bike. Maybe you might catch these oil and brake fluid 
problems in good conditions, but in the mud and slop 
it was impossible to tell what nature of wet stuff was 
dripping off your bike until it was far too late. | hate to 
see anyone knocked out of competition, but it was 
especially a shame to see the Mastin's "Family R Us" 
team go out. 

Lance Bross and Eric Croy both had clutch prob- 
lems and couldn't continue. Tim Taber blew his 
motor, reducing the Trophy team to four riders. Tom 
Huber blew a water hose and overheated. Steve 
Underwood, David Klein, Andy Gutish, and J.D. 
Hammock houred out just trying to stay on schedule 
from the late numbers. Ken Tomeo was in the local 
hospital with a massive contusion and a possible bro- 
ken leg. So far, the American team had lost 18 riders 
out of the original 40. 

And that was just the American riders! 

Finland lost Petri Pohjamo from their Trophy Team 
on day four, even though the reduction to five mem- 
bers didn't hurt their top standing. The Brits lost Euan 
McConnell, one of their best riders, on day four. 
Australia had lost one of their Junior Trophy guys on 
day one, but they lost all of the rest of them on day 
four. Same story for the Venezuelian Junior team; all 
gone on day four. 

| went to the ski area special test to take advantage 
of patches of clearing sky, and the test was a quag- 
mire of late riders. The uphills were already seriously 
difficult before, on day four they were unridable for 
some. | left there and headed for another spot after all 
the riders came through, and later | heard they by- 
passed the test in the afternoon because it was impos- 
sible to get through. They closed down the cornfield 
test from the day before as well, just too much mud. 

Our teams were doomed, but what Americans were 
still in the event pressed on for individual glory. Fred 
Hoess was ticking like a clock, on a 125 that was get- 
ting looser by the day. Maintaining the rest of the bike 
was taking so much time that Fred wouldn’t even con- 
sider replacing the piston, which the bike obviously 
needed. "| think I’m a good enough rider that | can get 
this bike to the finish, who knows,” he said. “I mean, 
| just can’t ride fast anymore, it’s a good thing | know 
how to save a bike.” 

We wouldn’t have gone so far as to say that Fred 
was slow, his times were consistent and strong, even 
though he was losing three and a half minutes per day 
to the class leaders. Still, he had come back from his 
day one troubles and was back on gold medal status 
again, which was quite a feat. His main heat on the 
American team was coming from David Pearson, but 
David got stuck in a bottleneck in the gnarliest part of 
the cornfield test the morning of day four and wound 
up dropping at least an extra four minutes, while 
Hoess amazingly stayed at par for the day. It turned 
out that Pearson’s trouble with the mud dropped him 
from gold medal status for good, which was a damn 
shame, he’s a great rider. 

Day Five 

This was the day of the zombies. After what this 
week had been like, and especially after the brutal 
beating in the mud on day four, there were very few 
riders with any fight left at all. Blank, fatigued faces 
just trying to get through the day was all we saw out 
on the course. Even the protesting turned feeble, even 
though once again the Czechs launched everyone off 
on a breakneck pace on the paved roads. 

The ground was still muddy, for the most part, but 
the sun finally came out weakly and started to warm 
things up. The riders had trouble with one horrible 
mud section that played over and over on the giant 


screen TV monitor in the Parc Ferme. Greg Gillian, our 
sole 250 four-stroke rider on the Trophy Team, seized 
his engine and had to quit, leaving only three Trophy 
riders for the red, white and blue—Hoess, Pearson 
and Schmelzle. The only two Junior Trophy riders left 
were Jonathon Seehorn and Morgan Crawford, and 
they were both still riding pretty well. 





Lars Valin of the Missouri Mudders gets right in the mix at 
the final motocross, he came home with a bronze medal. 


There was a lot of speculation this week on why the 
Czechs had set the course up so tight, and why there 
were so many police on the street. Giving an advan- 
tage to the Czech team was always a theory, but if so 
the Czechs shot themselves in the foot right off the 
bat. The Czech Trophy team was doomed on the first 
day when they lost their 125cc rider and one of their 
500cc four-stroke riders had bike trouble and lost big 
time immediately. Their Junior Trophy team was intact 
and right up there at the start, but frankly they weren't 
setting blazingly fast times and simply worked their 
way down the roster as the week went on—no real 
trouble, just slow riders. The only teams they had any 
luck with were the Club teams, and though their team 
looked set for a win, a simple Club team win was not 
what the host country was looking for. 

Whatever their motives, they weren't making any 
friends. "They're not treating the riders with respect," 
Drew Smith declared. "That's the one big mistake 
they're making. These riders are smarter than that, 
they're all Six Days veterans, and the Czechs are treat- 
ing them like trash. This is the kind of thing that's def- 
initely going to come back and bite them on the ass." 

We watched the riders struggle around the course, 
get back to the finish and impound for the last time. | 
felt bad for all the riders who didn't make it this far, 
but also felt bad for the riders who did. It was a long 
week of traffic, bad weather and monumental hassles, 
and | don't think there was a rider out there who was- 
n't ready to get off the bike and have done with it. 

We went out to the pizza place in town and got some 
really good food. Had a few beers, too, but the con- 
versation was just plain tired. This was not a good 
event for “wouldas and shouldas," it was a great event 
for "didn't." 

Day Six 

The riders had an easy day today, just a fairly mel- 
low road ride for 60 miles or so and then impound the 
bikes at a new secure enclosure at the final 
motocross. | wasn't in a big hurry to get out there. For 








one thing, we had watched them staking out the final 
motocross track all week, and it was yet another fea- 
tureless cornfield track about three miles south of 
town. No real motocross, no jumps or anything, just 
another 2.5 kilometer cornfield "grass track." Good 
thing the rain had stopped or it would have been a 
2.5k mud bog. Besides that, it was right alongside the 
main highway coming into town from the south, and 
before too long we sussed out that they were planning 
to build the impound and pits, and the public parking 
as well, right on the highway surface and close the 
road. 

What is wrong with this plan? Well, when you close 
the main highway—actually the only highway north to 
south—you're also closing off any way to get there 
and out easily. Sure enough, when | finally ran out of 
excuses and meandered down there before the start of 


the first race, it was a massive traffic jam. Of course, 
since the traffic jam was all impatient European dri- 
vers and race crews the whole one-line approach to 
entering the area was a bad idea, so they all raced in 
and jammed both outgoing and incoming lanes and 
created a gridlock. Then of course the press parking 
pass was no good, and we had to pay to park, but 
there was no place to park. | actually drove around to 
the other side, got close enough to spit on the pits, 
but then was told to go back because there was no 
parking there. | should have heeded the wise words of 
Taz Harvey, a semi-local, who said "It's better in Czech 
to beg for forgiveness rather than waste time asking 
permission." 

By the time | got rid of the car Fred Hoess had run 
his final race and finished, on a bike that was rattling 
and knocking like a washing machine full of billiard 
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balls. “I can't believe it finished,” he said of his Husky 
125, "That's a pretty good bike!" Still, we're not inter- 
esting in taking that one home, thanks. 

The Czech officials were clicking off the races while 
| stood near the start and gabbed with Guy Perrett and 
his lady friend, just having a good time. Some of the 
Americans were having good rides, some were just 
finishing the week thankfully. One American rider 
fooled us all, | think it might have been Darrick Merrill, 
I'm not sure—it all happened so fast | missed his rider 
number. But a race was going on and we thought an 
American rider who was in second—and | think it was 
John Wells—had won, when an American came 
around riding a victory lap, hooting and hollering to 
beat the band. Well, it wasn't really a victory lap, it was 
just Merrill, who thought he should have won his race, 
and decided to entertain the crowd! Great fun. 

The controversy didn't stop even at the final moto. 
The night before a number of top teams talked about 
boycotting the final race, just to not give the Czechs 
the satisfaction of holding it, but it went on as usual. 
And still, the Czech marshals were watching every- 
thing. One marshal claimed he watched a mechanic 
install a rear axle in Australian Damien Smith's bike, 
when all the mechanic did was hand the axle to him— 
which is perfectly legal. Didn't matter, the marshal's 
word was gold, and when Damien was stopped from 
getting his bike before his final moto and told he was 
excluded, a shouting match started. Ultimately Smith 
punched out the Czech official, which cheered every- 
one up a bit. They all deserved it, by then. 

But the spectating sucked. A great big corn field 
with 30,000 people standing alongside the track 
almost the entire length. | watched a few more motos 
and said the heck with it. | didn't want to fight the 
reverse gridlock on the way back out anyhow. 
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Back at the press room | checked e-mail and said 
goodbye to the girls working the copy machines. Then 
| went back to the American work area and figured on 
waiting around for everyone. Hoess, since he raced 
one of the first motos that afternoon, was already 
there. | helped him and Мое! get his bike back into the 
crate, and then we pretty much sat around and relaxed 
for the first time that week. The riders came in on a 
regular basis, as soon as they could get away from the 
moto they rode back to the work area and got in line 
for the pressure washer. By seven o'clock they would 
pretty much have every bike and part they cared about 
packed up and closed back into the container, ready 
for shipping back to California. The Instant ISDE Kit. 

Fred Hoess turned out to be the top finishing 
American rider, bless his heart. David Pearson never 
could get back the four or five minutes he lost stuck 
on day four, and unfortunately the lost time kicked him 
to silver. Hoess was the only American rider to finish 
the event on gold metal status. | accused him of a 
mid-life crisis. How else do you explain two national 
wins in a month, and then a top finish at the ISDE, at 
36 years old? 

The Finns won the World Trophy, of course, and the 
French battled long and tough for the Junior Trophy 
win. The Czechs only managed a club team win for all 
their trouble. Our Ridge Riders M.C. club team was 
the top finishing American club team, with Eric Bailey, 
Luke McNeil and John Yates riding. The American 
Trophy Team finished up in 16th place, while the 
American Junior Trophy finished in 12th. Not a very 
good year for race results. 

But you know, | had fun. To me it was a typical Six 
Days, full of controversy, strife, struggle, moments of 
clarity and hours of confusion. And like | said the food 
was good. And the beer was excellent. ft 
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Motorcycles of Manchesler Inc. 


LARGEST SELECTION OF USED BIKES 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 








Manchester, NH 03103 


2003's HERE NOW 


Where the 


excitement never ends! www.ridedms.com 


Limited number of 2002's at 
huge savings, including 
520EXC, 400EXC and 400MXC 


4595 S. Dupont Hwy. 
Dover, DE 19901 
800-RIDE-DMS 





98 Willow Street 














ET Pipes & Silence 
Pro-Circuit Pipes Call 
Pro-Circuit Silencers Call 


Works Stands $72.99 
Foot Pegs $89.99 























Includes Renthal R1 Gold Chain, 

Front + Rear Sprockets $124.99 
Renthal O-Ring Chain and Sprocket Kits 
Includes Renthal R3 Gold Chain, 

Front + Rear Sprockets $139.99 
Renthal Chain and Sprockets 

Front Sprockets $19.99 
Rear Sprockets $49.99 
R1 Gold Chain $59.99 
R3 Gold O-Ring Chain $75.99 


WE CARRY THE FULL LINE OF PRO-CIRCUIT PRODUCTS. 





Dunlop Tires 

490/695 D739 0752 0755 0756 
80/100-21 $52.99 $52.99 $52.99 $52.99 $52.99 
100/100-18 $53.99 $53.99 $53.99 $53.99 $53.99 
110/100-18 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 
100/90-19 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 $56.99 
110/90-19 $60.99 $60.99 $60.99 $60.99 $60.99 


Standard Bars 
Racer Bars 
Fat Bar 

Twin Walls 
Grips 


$64.99 















MHR Brake Pads МНК Clutch Lever Kits 





e : NUN 
MHR Top End Gasket Kits 








Includes Genuine HONDA Gaskets Genuine HONDA Brake Pads Includes Genuine HONDA Lever & Perch 
Head+Base Add Power Valve Front Rear 96-02 CR80 $24.99 
& Reed Gaskets 
93-02 CR80 25.99 $25.99 E 
90-02 САВО $15.99 $18.99 ор 5i CR125, 250, 500 A 99 m mp т PX 
90-09  CR125 $7499 529.99 E 2 В 
02 CR125/250 $31.99 $31.99 MHR Clutch Kits 





00-02  CR125 $10.99 $16.99 
95-01 СВ250 $19.99 527.99 
02 CR250 $15.99 $24.99 
90-01  CR500 $2299 524.99 


MHR Piston Kits Includes Genuine 
HONDA Piston, Ring, Wrist Pin, Bearing, Clips 





Includes Genuine HONDA Friction Plates, 
Metal Plates & Drain Washer. 






MHR Wheel Bearing Kits 


Includes Genuine HONDA Bearings, Seals, Retainer 

FRONT 90-02 САВО $15.99 
95-02 СА125,250, 500 $32.99 

REAR 96-02 CREO $25.99 
90-99 CR125, CR250 $56.99 







With Springs 
90-02 CREO $51.99 $58.99 
90-99 CR125 $102.99 $112.99 
2000-02 CR125 $118.99 $129.99 






















96-02 CR80 7.99 
CES A сыры 00-02  ChRi25,0R250 $3899 94-02 09250 $129.99 $141.99 
00-02 CR125 $59.99 90-01 CR500 $56.99 90-02 | CR500 $124.99 $144.99 
92-96 CR250 $109.99 Steel Plates may be substituted for Aluminum 
97-01 CR250 $119.99 
02 CR250 $99.99 MHR Graphics & Seat Cov 
90:01 CR500 $144.99 мнк Brake Rotors & Stainles 
Acerbis Plastic 98-02 Works Connection Twin Air Filters $18.99 
Pes | sd 8 та 4 la Full Line of TwinAir products-Call! 

ide Panels rom $30.99 Works Stands 
Front Fender from $15.99 "Pro" Perch Lever $107.99 ент Miet ннн CALL 
Rear Fender from $19.99 Frame Guards $49.99 PRES oe WES 
Front Number Plate from $14.99 Radiator Braces $4499 Excel Rims & Wheel Sets 
Fork Guards (Pair) from $28.99 Call For Applications & Prices 


Call For Complete Kit Prices and other — = EE 4 
applications (Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, KTM) Ь, 


Call For КТМ Parts & Accessories! 


нн 
f | AMERICAN, 

Has 
= 


Next Day and Second Day Shipping Available. 
Prices Subject To Change Without Notice. 








Call our Suspension Hotline at _ 
Factory Connection 
(800) 221-7560 


Fun Riding 





MOOCH MAYHEM 


Just follow the arrows to success 


he Mooch Motorcycle Club held an event last week 

in Brown County, Indiana, at the beautiful Valley 
Branch Retreat. Most impressive was the fact that 
they were invited to do it again. You probably wonder 
how this could ever happen. An unorganized group of 
misfits, unwanted and unwelcome by any other clubs, 
the Moochmen have congealed like a package of 
scrapple. Odd shaped bits of offal squeezed together 
to make one smooth appealing package. Mooch M.C. 

Really, Mooch M.C. got their start by hosting the 
World Police and Fire Games. | can see further disbe- 
lief in your face. Why would a fine organization like 
the WPFG want Team Scrapple to host their interna- 
tional races? Frankly, we got the job out of default 
because no one else wanted to do it. Sure, other 
established clubs were interviewed, but by some twist 
of fate Team Mooch got the nod. 

The Games were a grand success, and that is total- 
ly because of the spirit Team Mooch has. The Games 
were held on a military base in Indiana, the MX track 
was sketchy at best. Parking was a mile from the 
track. Dust was a problem, heat was a problem, mili- 
tary protocol was a problem, and dealing with the 
bomb squad was a problem. Problems and inconve- 
nience waited around every corner for the partici- 
pants. But through it all the Moochmen had high spir- 
its and weren't going to let a little dust and a few old 
bombs ruin their fun. This spirit carried over to the 
competitors and most everyone had a great time. 

The Games were such a success that Mooch's 
future looked good for riding on the base. Big plans 
were made, big plans. Mooch proposed to the military 
a long range plan of constructing enough trails to 
host the ISDE in the future. The military said "Okay." 
They were impressed by Mooch's lofty ambitions and 
long term vision. Mooch just needed a long range 
plan to keep them riding on the base for a long time. 
Then it all came tumbling down on September 11, 
2001. The gates were closed, end of that dream. 

Then by another twist of fate, Moochman John 
Moore was riding his bike in another club's event and 
happened to start a conversation with one of the land 
owners. The land owner wanted to do more motorcy- 
cle events but the more established club was unwill- 
ing. John said: "We'll do it!" And so it goes. Mooch 
has a new home. 

Valley Branch is a beautiful property located across 
the road from Indiana's most famous park, Brown 
County State Park. Valley Branch has camping, cab- 
ins, fishing, miles of bicycle trail, a full service paint 
ball facility, plus about 1,000 acres of prime dirt bike 
territory. Just about every thing you can not do in the 
Park, you can do at Valley Branch. 

A date was picked and a plan was made, full steam 
ahead. Mooch used some of the existing trail, some 
of it is very easy and you could ride a street bike 
around it, so Mooch arrowed this loop with green 
arrows, the easiest loop. Next Mooch laid out a hard- 
er loop and marked this with blue arrows for "more 
difficult." Then, and this is the part we all like, they 
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Mike Lafferty (R)current Enduro Champ poses with 
Rick Smits, retired Indiana Pacer, at the Mooch ISDE 
School. Mike is actually a lot taller than he looks.... 


laid out an expert loop. Heavily inspired by the side 
hills of Idaho, Mooch laid out a loop using black 
arrows meaning “most difficult.” Sound confusing? 
Then add in the orange arrows for the mini bikes and 
some red arrows for spectators, then the rest of the 
rainbow in other club’s arrows marking past events. 
Pity the color blind. Then there was all those stolen 
real estate signs painted white and yellow. 
Instructions were to ignore the orange ribbon and not 
put your feet down between the blue and the red rib- 
bons. One last thing, stay on the outside of the yellow 
ribbon. Ready? GO! 

No, actually it was pretty simple, remember this is 
a trail ride and not a race. Mooch had eliminated most 
of the knuckle heads with the strict rules about a quiet 
bike and a helmet. Using the club's web site, 
www.teammooch.com, all this had been communi- 
cated to the riders beforehand. To ease the bitter pill 
of following the rules Mooch titled the event as an 
ISDE school. Okay, now you're stretching it, cried the 
naysayers. Well, if you put the word "school" in or 
near a title of something you eliminate another big 
slice of knuckleheads. Sorry, this is private property 
and Mooch is responsible for everyone's safety, and 
for keeping peace with the neighbors. If this event had 
turned into a Big Gun on the rev limiter, no shirt no 
shoes free for all, Mooch would not have been invited 
back like. They were, so | go on. 

Mooch M.C.'s mission statement has some bla bla 
bla, then “To help promote Indiana riders going to the 
ISDE.” Then some more bla bla bla. On top of that, 
ISDE veterans ride FREE. Yes, if you have competed 
in the ISDE—you donn't even have to finish, just try 
the big one, and you ride Mooch events free for life. 


That’s probably some kind of world record in itself. It 
worked. Five ISDE veterans showed up and we put 
them to work. 

The very best was when Jeremy Garber was 
informed that he would lead off the group. When he 
realized he was going to have to decipher the green, 
blue, orange, yellow, black, white, the other kind of 
yellow, while ignoring the orange and not putting his 
feet down between the red and blue, he got a very 
anxious look on his face and was well worth the price 
of admission. 

Troy Smith, winner of the Valencia cup at the 
Spanish ISDE, helped with the riding school. Troy had 
worked out about a twenty minute briefing with take- 
home notes to study. He sped through bike set up, 
standing, sitting, turning, starting, and stopping. 
Students could only hope to glean the highest points, 
but if the notes were studied and practiced later, stu- 
dents got a first rate education. 

Ten minutes before the riders meeting, the whole 
plan came together. Michael Lafferty pulled up in his 
new rig. He wasn't really after the free admission, he 
was on his way to the Kentucky GNCC the next day 
and wanted to test ride his bike a little. The new truck 
is “awesome,” to quote Michael. Part truck, part liv- 
ing quarters, part garage, it is easily the most lavish- 
ly appointed trans-vessel on pit row. 

Michael was with Alan Randt, a multi time ISDE vet 
himself. Well, they stole the show and each spent all 
morning shaking hands and answering questions. 
Later they agreed the free admission was a trick. 

Allen had to do some adjustments of Michael’s 
forks and there were about four smart guys who 
watched his every move. Allen is most knowledgeable 
in the KTM and these guys knew that. They were 
learning from the master. 

The trail system was easy, Mooch guys were at the 
major intersections and things could not have worked 
out better. They had no injuries reported, there were 
only a couple of places where the trail got torn up and 
needed fixing. No neighbors complained and most 
importantly Gary Bartell, the land owner, got on the 
bullhorn and invited everybody back! Whoo hooo! 

But before we go, Mooch wants to thank its spon- 
sors, Okay, that’s a short list, but we do want to thank 
Michael and Allen and give a good plug to KTM and 
Enduro Engineering. We want to say hey to our buddy 
Buck who helped us buy trophies. Thanks go out to 
the Dreyers and Gary up at Moose, and all the guys 
up at Works Enduro Rider. Mooch wants to thank 
local trials junkie Jim Zuroske for setting up a trials 
section using red and blue ribbon. Mooch wants to 
thank Trail Rider Magazine for the free color adver- 
tisement and the space for these humble words. 
Mooch wants to thank the Brown County police for 
not showing up in force, in riot gear. 

A special thanks go to the Bartell family for inviting 
us on their property, we hope to have a bright future 
with them. A hats-off to all the Mooch guys, job well 
done. Now back in the package, Scrapple. Ride on! t 





The completely re-created 
2003 System X 

Roost D-flector 

>>>$129% 


June 9, 2002>>>Southwick MX National>>>Barry Carsten>>>’03 System X apparel Available at dealers worldwide 


TUCKER ROCKY 
DISTRIBUTING 


msracing.com 


Free 2003 full color catalog: 232 Granite St., Unit 101 Corona, CA 92879 
























CheckMate - Full featured, 
Infrared version now shipping! 
Ye AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 
Please call Everything you need for $449.95 
for more info 1-800-331-0470 mm 


VISA 
Tech (504) 882-3107 
FAX (504) 882-7700 


www.icoracing.com 


RIDE BAJA 


Visit famous Mike's Sky Ranch. 
Includes Bikes/Hotels/Meals/Guides 
We are Baja's premier tour company. 

у Baja Off-Road Adventures 
714/637.5770 714/630.4474 Fax 
Tour Photos at www.bajaoffroad.com 








708-946-0099 


FRP CHAIN GUIDE 


For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e ОЕМ Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts • Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 
www. frpoffroad.com 





Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail worldbrg@aol.com 















YAMAHA 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 





Kawasaki 
E, ШП. 
GÀ USABE 
KITS H 
ALL AT JERRY RANDALL'S 


VALLEY 
MOTORSPORTS 


916 N. King St, Rt. 5 
a SD ы 


Phone 
(413)584-7303 Northampton, MA 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to the 
address on page 3, or e-mail trailrider.mag@verizon.net. 
2001 Yamaha TTR125 Small wheel model, great first trail 
bike, easy four-stroke riding. Good tires, exc. cond., Calif. 
title. $1500, 609-953-2922. 

2002 Montesa 315 Trials bike, in terrific cond., new fend- 
ers, $4300. 2001 Gas Gas TXT280 Blue, new seat and 
fender, $3400. Call 315-531-8889 or write 
bojarecke@deloitte.com. 

1996 Honda XR400 Stock motor, FMF exhaust, revalved 
and re-sprung, 100 percent reliable and ready to ride, a-1 
cond., adult owned lots of extras. $2800, 201-891-5027. 
2001 YAMAHA WR250F, Complete Dual Sport Conversion 
w/ turn signals VA Title and Registration, Steering 
Stabilizer, Euduro Computer, 

custom lowered seat, plus many other options, $3,800 to 
$4,500 depending on set up desired, Call Frank, (540) 
547-3317 or fhc@techma.com 

1999 Honda CR125 Recent top-end, New bars, extra set 
of plastic, Clarke 3.2gal. tank, newer Dunlops, MSR 
shark-fin guard, Dyneport pipe and silencer, WER suspen- 
Sion, (new fork springs, stock included), great overall 
cond. and well maintained. $2500 0.b.0. 609-268-7258 
eves. Ask for Drew. 

Enduro Timing Equipment: Brand new PaceMaker 3 with 
alarm $175; ICO PCx computer $125; ICO Smart Clock 
$50; and ICO first generation PRO 3 for on-time mileage 
$50. 860-228-0337. 

19761/2 Penton/KTM 175 Exc. cond., all 1977 upgrades. 
One owner, $1500 work done in past year. Original, runs 
great, title, owner's manual, etc. $2500, (610)867-8973. 
1998 Suzuki RM250, Factory Connection susp., 3.4g 
Clarke tank, A-Loop flywheel, Hinson clutch, Guards, 
extras, $2500 OBO, 860-653-9017 or 
twentypine@cox.net. 

2001 KTM 400 EXC EE hand gaurds and rear disc guard, 
WER skid plate, Oil changed every 150 miles, New chain 
and sprockets, 2 rides on new Michelins, Black and silver 
plastic, Exc. cond. New York road registered. $4450, pos- 
sible delivery Please call 716-695-6447 until 9:30pm or, 
slgrear@adelphia.net. 

2001 Weekend Warrior (Toy Box) trailer 22ft perfect 
size for weekend trips to your favorite playground area 
with your bike. All the comforts of home without the BIG 
RIG HASSLE, goes everywhere even off road.$16,000 
OBO. http://hometown.aol.com/smashplate/myhome- 
page/photo.html, or call 973-389-0136 and ask for Ron. 
Pirie Composites Gas Gas fuel tank, slim, dry brake or 
cap. $300. Gas Gas chain guides, PV covers, clutch gau- 
rds, magnet mounts. 612-788-8452. 

1999 KTM 300 MXC Excellent Condition, New FMF, New 
Plastics, Extras. Very fast. Asking $3500 OBO. Must Sell. 
MD/PA location. 410-386-8161 Days, 410-635-3366 
Eves. Email panania@carrollcc.edu. 


SEVER RACING 


products for racing or trall riding 


quick-fill refueling 
systems, 2.5 & 5 gallon 
with full tank alert 
FORK WRAP. serious protection for your © 
fork seals and tubes 


— MONSTATOROUEfywhes for Honda CSS _ 
WWW.SILVERFERN – PRODUCTS.COM 





2099-760-616 хеуцй 


ug 


The cure for your suspension problems. 


314 Route 542 • New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 • Fax (609)294-3168 









DUNLOP 


SUPEHZIONHIYY 


Crescent Mousse Inserts 


Available in four sizes: 
80/100-21, 100/90-19 
and 110/100-18 


Exclusively from Race Tire Service 


800-772-TIRE (8473) 
or WWW.dunlopracing.com 


Race Tire Service Is the exclusive distributor for Dunlop 
motorcycle racing tires In the eastern U.S., and Dunlop 
trackside distributor for motocross tires nationwide 


TM PARTS 


1-800-367-5209 


www.mikescyclektm.com 


FAIRWAY CYCLE 
Ei A 















SUPPORT RIDERS 
KEVIN BENNETT, BOB BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For all your Enduro and Cycle needs, 
plus Fast, Honest service! 


AMA Discounts 


UPS Service Available 
625 NEW ROAD e SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


(609)927-2071 


usg Hl 777 €) АТК 


x Huge Parts Inventory х Discount Prices 
ж Courteous Service x Parts Shipped Daily 


707.996.7027 
Motoxotica.com 


ELECTRICAL PARTS 
CDI BOXES * STATORS » FLYWHEELS 


STATOR CORP. (508) 478-0976 


3A Landing Lane www. DirtCycleSalvage.com 


Hopedale, MA 01747 eomm A 
USED PARTS 
SAVE 50%+ 
DIRT CYCLES SALVAGE 
Largest Inventory • 1980 & up 
(508)478-5700 (508)478-5712 


Gig) www.dirtcyclesalvage.com 
email: dcycles@kersur.net 


































MasterCard 
Sa) 


“I thought 

my boyfriend 
would like it 
if I had my 
navel pierced, 
but he wants _ 
Trail Rider & 
instead.” 


“It’s easy to figure 
men out, I guess. 
They like hare 
scrambles, 
enduros and just 
plain dirt riding. I 
guess that means 
they like Trail 
Rider, because 
that’s what Trail 
Rider is all about. 
All I know is I 
don’t have to wory 
about pleasing: 
him any more— 
just as long as that 
Trail Rider 
magazine arrives 
in the mailbox 
once a month!” 





———— ee 


Trail Rider Subscription Coupon 


Yes! Send me a year’s worth of Trail Rider, and help me clean up my act! 
I’m enclosing $20 in U.S. funds! 


This is a new sub L1 This is a renewal O 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Telephone 














Rider 


please remit as Postal Money Order or cashier's check drawn on U.S. funds. Sorry, due to unreliable mail service, MAGAZINE 
we no longer offer overseas subscriptions. No credit cards. Mail this form to: 
Trail Rider Magazine e Р.О. Box 2038 e Medford, NJ 08055 
Subscribe on the World Wide Web at www.trailrider.com 
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Subscription price is $20 per year in continental U.S. Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S., 





“A wholesome rag!” 













" JART Rolichart Sample 


Tarn $27 38.8 24 
АЗУУ 9:28 39.2 24 


ROLLCHARTS 9:29 39.6 ü 


























"— 9:30 40.0 A 

ANY TRAIL RIDE $31 40.4 A 

ANY PLACE :32 40.8 A 

«version ғов any riven 3:33 41.2 24 
Uer» 934 41.6 24 

FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 42.02 

Ped CALL OR WRITE: $36 42.44 
Gei 1210 н. JEFFERSON ST. 0:37 428 74 





en 


ANAHEIM CA 92807 9:38 43.24 
$39 43.6 24 
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(714) 666-0136 





* Vibration-isolated GPS 
mounts for off-road 


we stock the BEST! GZ? 


GARMIN Es 
IEN dE LE 


www.cycoactive.com 





SUMMERS RACING COMPONENTS 


The Best in KTM Aftermarket 


VISIT US 


ONLINE? 
(440) 286-6273 


www.erider.ws 


Featuring 
"Dura-Max" Trick Parts 


See our display ad 
in this issue 





44 Trail Rider 


а. 
H 


WË ы > i 
Сее 800 222 1994. www.aerostich.com 
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RIDE BAJA ON 
XR400/650 & DRZ400s 
call 888/228-6878 


To Get More From 
Your Off-Road Adventure 


Yamaha|CrankiStuffers, 
CEDEL 


WWW.TRAILBOSSTOURS.COM 


SABER 


Now Offering Gas Gas and Husaberg Dirt Bikes! 
ENDURO ENGINEERING Se 


eg «ш» / 
22317 @LINE 


OPEN MONDAYS! 
Ws IRE D E gw, Route 12 North, Bethel, VT 
И» ИЕЛ EFE => ИР» BEET 802-234-9200 • 802-234-9299 fax 


WE CAN FIX ІТ!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


MYLER’ 


(800) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 
8414 McDowell Ct., West Jordan, UT 84088 









SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES ` NO AIR NEEDED! 
|__ TECH PRODUCTS 201-444-1908 | 
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PENTON IMPORTS CO. 


Importer and Distributor of 


PIV GL 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
Vintage to Current Model kits for 
Single Cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-988-4476 


‘GET ON THE GAS!" 


www.cumberlandkawasaki.com 


1-800-634-8283 


350 East High Street, Carlisle PA 17013 








TEAM SPECTRO RIDERS TAKE SIX 
OF TOP TEN POSITIONS IN 2001 
AMA ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP! 


MIKE LAFFERTY, 





























PIONSHIP 





motorcycle lubricants] 


OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF TEAM GAS-GAS 







IF you are searching for a motorcycle lubricant 
that has been out to the ultimate torture test, 
look no further. 


Spectro lubricants have been used to win 
practically every form of professional 
motorcycle competition there is. 


A.M.A Superbike races, A.M.A. Dirt Track Races 
and A.M.A Supercross Races are terrific proving 
grounds and we love to watch Team Spectro 
Racers winning them. 


But in the A.M.A. СМСС Series and the A.M.A. 
National Enduro Series there seems to be an 
extra "dose" of torture thrown in for good 
measure. The mud bogs, the water holes, the 
trees (broken radiators), the rocks (Flattened 
pipes) and the steep, slippery hills (with bikes 
scattered everywhere). And let's not forget the 
summer heat. 


Mike Lafferty, Shane Watts, Fred Hoess, Matt 
Stavish, Rodney Judson, Nathan Knight, Nolan 
Knight and Ty Davis have conquered these 
torture tests and more with our products and 
won, so that when you break the seal on a 
bottle of Spectro Oil, you will know that you 
have just made a winning decision. Your search 
is over. Team up with Team Spectro! 


zr TY DAVIS, 

ý 3 TIME AMA 
NATIONAL 
ENDURO 
CHAMPION 
9TH IN 2001 
AMA 
NATIONAL 
ENDURO 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 
TEAM FAST BY FERRACI 


OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 
TEAM KTM OFFROAD 











writer, any writer, whose screed is 

exposed to a great many readers on a 
regular basis is occasionally approached by 
folks looking for some free advertising. 
Publishers know all about these "perks" and use 
this knowledge to keep writers in cheap clothes, 
ratty vehicles and short bank accounts. A ster- 
ling character, like myself, wouldn't dare write 
about some off-the-wall new development but, 
after a proper test | might just tell people if | 
thought the product was any good. 

For a while these people, different people, were 
sending me cute plastic cut-outs shaped like 
bare feet, toes and all. There was a hole drilled in 
the heel and the idea was to tie the thing to a 
length of string, drop it to the ground under your 
side stand to keep it from sinking, gracefully or 
otherwise, into soft sand, cheap asphalt, dried 
cow flop or whatever. | suppose you were to tie 
the string to the motorcycle so you wouldn't for- 
get the cute little foot when you drove off. 

They were too cute by half for this grungy trail 
rider to carry around, and | continued to slide a 
stomped-on beer can in my jacket pocket for the 
rare emergency when there were no trees to lean 
the motorcycle against. Besides, | could easily 
imagine forgetting the thing until it wrapped 
itself, toes and all, around my countershaft 
sprocket. The countershaft sprocket guard, 
because it trapped so much mud and vegetation, 
was the first thing | took off a new motorcycle 
after trimming the handlebar ends back to a 
more woods-worthy width. 

One fellow sent me a map holder that was clear 
plastic and designed to be wrapped around a 
forearm. This was a marvelous idea for those of 
us cursed with bi-focal glasses, as you could 
adjust the map to the correct lens area where 
you could read the fine print. Гуе seen touring- 
type riders wearing these map holders but Um 
afraid they had a life expectancy of minutes 
when brush-bucking around a jam-up on a trail 
ride. | tried to use the thing by slicing a dual- 
sport route sheet into arm width strips and lin- 
ing them up, left to right, in the holder but | kept 
losing my place as | tried riding one-handed over 
stuff | shouldn't have. 

A real entrepreneur with plenty of capital con- 
tacted me with a remarkable plan. This fellow 
had an advertising scheme all worked out that 
went like this: all of the motorcycle riding gear 
ads featured the very best riders in the country. 
This fellow was promoting riding gear designed 
for the WORST riders because they really need- 
ed the best to protect them when they hit the 
ground, or trees, or briar thorn vines or whatev- 
er. He really took me as the accredited, very 
worst trail rider in the world. This, of course, is 
true. | agreed to test his proposed clothing and 
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take some photos along the way. 

Looking back on this scheme | think this fellow 
was overly influenced by the official New Jersey 
WORST license plate on my motorcycle. Plus he 
had somehow gotten photos of me on my 
motorcycle at the Alligator enduro after some- 
one had clamped a full-size rubber alligator on 
my left leg. Maybe he intended to advertise his 
riding gear as alligator proof but the scheme 
went nowhere. 

Perhaps the most expensive thing | ever 
received, and one | really did my best to pro- 
mote, was a motorcycle seat! No reader of this 
magazine will deny that my Honda 
XR650L has a less than stratos- 
pheric seat height. It has to 
be—when you have а 
ground clearance of 
eleven inches, and a sus- 
pension stroke of twelve 
inches front and rear, 
the designers were 





already їп trouble. 
Shoehorning a 
really tall 


engine, with an 
even taller over- 
head cam head 
on top means 
the gas tank 


and seat have Ф 
to be far A 

enough from the 

ground to cause 

nose bleed.. lA 
Keep in mind that | 

ride one of these things 


and | consider it one of 
the best two-up trail rid- 
ing machines in exis- 
tence . The seat height 
never scared me as Tue 
ridden motorcycles with 
higher seats. One year | com- 
peted on a Husky WR which 
was a real "crotch stretcher." | 
don't recall the seat height 
because | never wanted to actually 
KNOW the seat height. The year they had a 
BMW new model introduction just down the 
"wash" from my ranch, (read: adobe desert 
shack) Jimmy Lewis brought along a Paris- 
Dakar Beemer that a normal person could only 
mount with the help of an extension ladder. 

So when I saw the first mention of a proposed 
lower seat for the big 650L I wrote to the Corbin 
folks to see if | could buy the first one. They sent 
the seat no charge; it brought tears to my eyes. 
The seat was REALLY lower and | turned myself 


















into the hardest working Corbin seat salesman 
east of California. 

Time after time, whenever a rider on another 
XR650L stopped near me, | would dismount, 
grab the other motorcycle's handlebar, and tell 
the rider to swing a leg over my Honda. The look 
on their face as they settled into the new ‘feet- 
flat-on-the-ground" position was priceless. 

At dual-sport events | would look for 650L rid- 
ers at gas and lunch stops and steer them over 
to my motorcycle for a test sit. | usually didn't 
bother riders if | had to tip my helmet back to 
see their faces as some of these giants had legs 
longer than six feet and could probably 

sit comfortably on anything smaller 
than a steam locomotive. The little 
short-legged guys from West 
Virginia went nuts over the 
lower seat. Don't know how 
many Corbin seats | actually 
sold but | do think that Mr. 

Corbin got his money's 

worth from the one he sent 


me. 
After Га been doing my 
\ "seat sit" testing for 
maybe 18 
months—and | 
did a LOT of it, 
one rider refused 
to get off his Honda 
as | stood there 
holding his and my 
motorcycles by the han- 
dlebars. We were waiting 
in line for the ferryboat at 
the Alligator dual sport in 
Florida's kiling heat and 
humidity. No one in that steam- 
ing line was in a really good 
mood as the cold drinks were all 
on the other side of the river and 
the ferry boat had just left, slowly.. 
"Listen Hertfelder,” the grumpy, 
overheated, sweat-streaked rider 
growled, “you got me to sit on your 
damn motorcycle in New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West Virginia and 
Ohio. Now leave me the hell alone, will ya?” 
Some people are a really hard sell. 


—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the globally famous 
Duct Tapes stories. Want a list of Hertfelder 
columns from 1986? Ask nice with a S.A.S.E. to 
Ed's ranch at PO. Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731; 
or E-mail to ducttapes@yahoo.com. Ж 
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| FEATURES OF VOR BIKES 


|ie NEW ELECTRIC START NEW UNDER SEAT GAS TANK 
e NEW 450CC / 530CC ENGINES NEW WAVE BRAKING DISCS МОВ USA 
(e NEW SLIM-LINE PERIMETER FRAME NEW FRONT FORK 46/48MM 
|o NEW HIGH PRESSURE РАІОЦ-КАҮАВА 13200 Gregg St. Poway, CA 92064 
LUBRICATION SYSTEM NEW REAR SHOCK WITH HIGH/LOW phone 858-218-2123 fax 858-218-2127 


e NEW DIGITAL IGNITION SPEED ADJUSTMENT Www.vor-usa.com 
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* was convinced that it wasn't possible 


to go any fasterthan | did on my ЗООЕХС. 
Then I rode-the.450.”’ 


Mike-“Sunior” Lafferty 

5-time National-Enduro, Champ 
GNCC champion in the«making 
Off-road riding phenom 

Real KTM rider 
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